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Chairman’s Chat – Graham’s Chairman’s Chat
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GLOSS champions!

Fixtures for September


[bookmark: Chairman]Chairman’s Chat  

The start of the new orienteering season is with us after a hot (very!!) summer of events which saw HAVOC victorious again in the GLOSS series at the end of July.

August is usually a quiet time for orienteering but some of us enjoyed a trip to the Lake District in August for 5 days of orienteering in tough terrain and generally cooler weather.  I must thank Colin for tying the laces on my orienteering shoes each day in the Lakes, they didn't come undone once and it enabled me to experience the areas albeit at walking pace.  I now have enough arm movement to tie my own laces again!

I have decided to abstain from competitive orienteering events during September to allow my arm to fully heal and be ready for October onwards.  This doesn't mean I'm not involved with orienteering during September as I'm controlling the Sprint event at Hendon Campus, Middlesex University as part of the London City Race weekend (18th to 20th September), helping at the Junior Inter-Regional Competition (JIRCS) 26th and 27th September and planning our Thorndon North event to be ready for early October.

On that note, we are still looking for planners for two forest events this season at Bedfords Park in November and Hadleigh Park in January. Contact me if you are able to take one (or both!) tasks on.

Our first forest event is a come and try orienteering at Weald Park in Brentwood on September 12th so come along if you can and enjoy a gentle warm up for the start of the season.  We are hoping to "capture" Parkrunners from earlier in the day to introduce them to the sport of orienteering.

There are three twilight street orienteering events (Burnham-on-Crouch, Basildon and Wickford) coming up in September co-ordinated by David Float. This covers the small interlude before the Essex Midweek Winter Series 2026-2027 hosted by HAVOC and SOS. All good midweek events for your training programme!

Helping at nearby events seems to be a theme during this season. We have been asked to help at the JIRCS (I am sending a separate email with details from the co-ordinator), the CHIG Mitre event in December and the JK2027 at Easter to be held in the South East next year. Hopefully some of you will be able to help out at some or all of these events.

Enjoy the start to the season and the early autumn colours.


Graham Batty


[bookmark: Captain]Captain’s Corner  

We won the GLOSS series!  Yet again, we showed that with a consistently high turnout, especially from some of our lower ranked runners, we can take on, and beat, the larger clubs we are up against.  Congratulations, team.  See the pictures on Facebook and the Website.

As we approach the new season, our thoughts turn to the local leagues – the EAL and the SEL.  It will be our first time in division one of the SEL, so don’t forget to get to as many of those events as possible, so that we can put in a reasonable showing.

Looking at the fixture list, we seem to have a massive amount of events for such a small club.  We are hoping to add an urban event next year, a Kent Night Cup event, and are looking into the possibility of a Park O event in the London series.  What with those, the four forest events, and a GLOSS, as well as our midweek street O events, for such a small club it is a remarkable achievement that we are able to put on nearly 20 events in a year. We are always looking for volunteers for planning and organizing these events – please consider it for some of our future events.

With the new season we should also consider relay teams, so if you see a relay event coming up and are searching for a team then let me know, and we will see if we can get one oragnised.

That’s it from me – have a great new season!

David Float


Our Next Events

The autumn season gets off to a fast start for HAVOC, as we are putting on FIVE events in next six weeks!  

This starts with our Twilight series of midweek evening events. These fit in between the summer and winter series, and take place in the twilight – early starters might get round before it gets fully dark, later starters will need a head torch.  These are mostly street based with some controls or route choices in parks or woods, or on footpaths.  But the emphasis is easy navigation, so you don’t get too lost in the darkness!  The series has multiple different scoring systems though, so although you could just turn up and run, careful planning may mean that you can gain an advantage and get a higher score using a shorter route!  This year we see the return of the well received snooker O from last year, followed by a Spanish Score (like a score event in that you pick your own route, but like a line in that you have to get all the controls, and it is fastest finisher who wins), and then rounding out with a line/spiral hybrid, in that you have to get all the controls in order on the relatively short line, but then optionally go for more points by taking the spiral offered at some of the controls.

We will be offering a Come and Try It event at Weald Park, after the Park Run there on Saturday 12th September.  This will be a free event, with short, medium and longer courses, planned with fairly easy control locations, to encourage people to come and have a go at a new sport.  We will be advertising the event the week before at the Park Run to hopefully attract some people.

Finally, our next forest event is at Thorndon North in early October.  We haven’t used the area for a number of years, so it will be good to get back into the forest.  Graham Batty is planning the courses, with Colin Jackson organizing the event.  We are hoping for an external controller.  This event will be in the EA League, as well as SWELL, and will host the DFOK club championships.
Volunteer planners and organisers, or people to assist with course planning or organising, are always welcome for the street orienteering and forest orienteering events.  Please contact the club secretary, Colin Jackson (secretary@orienteering-havoc.co.uk ) for more information or to volunteer.   
As you know, we put on five events over the winter in the joint street O series with SOS.  I currently have four volunteers to plan and host those, so if you can help with the fifth that would be great!  We can fit you in in November, December or March, so if you would like to give it a go then let me know.  It is a fairly easy way to get started in planning – with just two course, and no physical controls, the whole thing can be planned in a couple of hours!
[bookmark: GLOSS]GLOSS

Champions again!  You will have seen the series summary on email, and on the website (with scoring tables) and on Facebook.  Without repeating all that here, we won with a race to spare, securing first or second place in the first four races.  We had full scoring teams in all races, with 22 different runners, 16 of whom scored in one or more events.  We had four different runners top scoring for the club in the five events.  David, Colin, Jenny and Zbig made all five events to form the core of our team each week.  David scored in all five races, and took our best score of the series – 99 points for second place at Scratchwood.  Overall we had 67 club runs, with a team of 12 being our lowest in the five races.

So, yet again, the title, and our new trophy, is ours for another year.  Well done to all who ran in at least one event – a real club team effort, and one which we can be rightly proud of.

Annual General Meeting

It’s nearly time for our Annual General Meeting!  As in recent years, in order to make this as easy for people to attend as possible, we will be hosting this as a virtual online meeting.  The AGM is a chance for all members of the club to get together to hear how the year has gone, and what the plans are for the following year.  We have votes for the club officials and the committee, and for membership fees.  The 2026 AGM will take place on Monday 12th Oct 2026 at 8pm.  All HAVOC members are welcome to attend.  If you would like to, please inform the club secretary, Colin (secretary@orienteering-havoc.co.uk) who will then send you the meeting link, and minutes of the 2025 AGM.


[bookmark: Growingtheclub]Growing the club

[bookmark: Localseries]We are forecast to lose a few members this year due to people moving out of the area.  Though we have gained some over the past few years, principally through the midweek series, we are always looking for new members.  As such, we will be running another Come and Try It event at Weald Park this month, so if you know of anyone who might be interested to give the sport a try then encourage them to come along to this free event.

And, to repeat the requests from a couple of months ago:
· if you have any local contacts then please forward event notices, and other stories to them.  
· if you take any photos at our events then please forward them onto me, as photos with runners in them are much more impactful than just the vegetation
· if you have any experience of other social media channels (thinking TickTok, Instagram) then please let me know, as we can look to expand our footprint into those areas – we are currently only on Facebook and the web.


Last Month’s Review
[bookmark: SEL][bookmark: Thorndon]
Looking at the rain as I write this, it is odd to think of the really high temperatures and wall to wall sunshine that we had just a few weeks ago, but that was the main thing that stands out from my runs in July and August.

I started in Ashtead, with a Mole Valley Map Run event.  No control kites, and that is sometimes difficult in the forest!  There were only a couple of railway crossings allowed between the start pub and the common where most of the controls were.  I made a reasonable route, but one mistake causing me to run a bit further than I should have, and I was just over the time limit.  Luckily, it was a per second penalty, rather than a full or partial minute!

It was then on to the second of the GLOSS series, in Verulamium.  I parked in the wrong car park, and it was a bit tricky to find the start!  Not a great omen!  But I ran ok – a couple of minor errors.  I took it easy on the extension though – surprisingly hard to start running again once I have taken a bit of a walk!

Streatham Common for the next in the Park O series.  Luckily the course started near the top of the hill, so although the walk from the pub was uphill, at least we didn’t have to run up!  The hot weather caught up with me after about half the course though!  

Up to Colchester the following night for the last SOS event in our joint midweek series.  A nice course taking in quite a lot of running in High Woods.  Some bits of route choice, but mainly just hot!

Haysden country park, a fairly linear park along a river and lake, was my next event.  Hot again, I made one error running round, when there was a path through, and then I took a route choice to a blocked footpath in the urban section.  Although that leg was then voided, my stamina had gone at that point!

Scratchwood was the second furthest away GLOSS event.  There were some tricky controls, ones that you could find if you were with other runners at the time, but could get quite lost if you were on your own!  I made two significant errors, and then mis-punched in the extension as I missed out a control.  Very happy to see my GLOSS score was good enough for second on the day though!

I had my best run in the Park O series next, this time at the DFOK event in Millfields Park, Clapton.  There was a split between urban and park, and I mostly avoided any traps of being the wrong side of fences etc.  Still nowhere near the top of the leaderboard, but I was happy with my time!

Kings Hill is a complex bit of an urban map in Kent, and hosted the first of the new SAX urban midweek series.  Line courses – I made one mistake getting on the wrong side of an uncrossable boundary, which cost me a few minutes to run round, but mostly it was a clean run.  

Footscray Meadows is pretty near me, so I should know the area, but I made a massive mistake in the Sat Series event there, getting the wrong section of wood and taking ages to find a control as a result.  I had a good run for the rest of the course, but lost so much time on that early control that I was close to last by the end!

The next GLOSS was our own event at Dagnam Park.  I had a good run round the GLOSS course, but hurt my foot so hobbled round the extension.  The deer keep the vegetation in the park so low, the open forest was really runnable, so there was some really fast times on the course, Chris Prince pipping Guy Lidbury by a second!

It was my butterfly looped finale event to the summer series midweek.  I thought it went really well, even if the start list might have been a bit smaller than ideal.  There were some close races as people took different controls in different orders on the butterfly loops.  Definitely a good format, although it took quite a while to work out, so I might not be doing too frequently!

Beckenham Place Park for the final GLOSS event,  Another park close to me, and another massive error as I spent 10 minutes wandering around trying to work out where I was!  But, we had already done enough to guarantee club victory, so I was just annoyed for myself really!  I didn’t keep going for the extension, but finished in time to accept the trophy for team HAVOC!

Marden for the next SAX urban, and this time, although the streets weren’t quite as intricate as King’s Hill, there was a tricky route choice for one of the longer legs that could have left you the wrong side of a long high fence with a significant run round to get to the control. 

CHIG held a sprint in the grounds of Chigwell School to celebrate their anniversary.  I didn’t think they made enough of the tricky area around the school buildings, relying on a longer, but mostly straightforward course around the sports grounds.  Two heats, with a chasing start in the second is always fun though – I only stayed ahead of my minute man for about a quarter of the second course!

A trip all the way down to Folkestone for the next SAX urban.  I suffered from my foot problem again, so ended up walking the second half of the course.  And with the course finishing at sea level, but the start being back up in town it was quite a steep climb back to confirm I was back – think the organiser was probably getting a bit worried!

Two weeks off for a holiday in Portugal (where there are no MapRuns in the country!) wrecked what little stamina I had built up over the last few months.  Even my watch told me I was now “de-training”!  So, not much of a surprise that after I made a significant error resulting in me ending up at a fence I hadn’t spotted on the map, and having to back track, I walked a significant amount of the rest of the course!

So, 12 events in July, three in August, and now onto a Monopoly scoring system for the first September event!


[bookmark: MapRun]Team HAVOC and Club League

We have re-started the EAL or SEL leagues yet.  That will come in September, with a couple of EAL events.  GLOSS has been covered elsewhere in the newsletter.

The HAVOC league has started in earnest, with seven events now qualifying for scoring.  We have five different members getting the top score for an event – just Seb Parris and Mike Muggeridge taking two wins so far.  Mike holds the initial lead in the league, with Gillian, Guy and Seb close behind.  So, at this early stage in the league we have Mike, Gillian and Hugo leading the three categories.  Full details, and fixture list, in the spreadsheet.

There have been six events counting in the participation league so far this season, and currently five members have made five of them, to hold the joint early lead.

The BOF rakings are shown in the spreadsheet.  Not many changes, as Ted continues as our best runner, with Guy and Charlie rounding out the top 3.  Those three, plus Mike and Seb all feature in the top 1000 orienteers in the country. 


This Month’s Highlights

Not a lot of fixtures in our two local associations, but there ARE a lot of events of interest to HAVOC.  We have four events, as detailed earlier, with the midweek Twilight series, and then our forest event in Thorndon North.  We have three events in the SWELL series, four in the HAVOC league, and two in the East Anglian League.  Mid-month is the City of London race, this year featuring a sprint prologue on the Friday night, and then double sprints on the Sunday, as well as the main event in Bermondsey on the Saturday.  We have a midweek series ending – the HH street O with a Monopoly based finale, and a couple beginning – SLOW and MV both having street O series starting.  HH continue their Sat series with an event on the first Saturday of the month in St Albans, and don’t forget the Saturday event planned by Paul Beckett in Writtle forest at the end of the month.  In all 14 different dates with events!


[bookmark: Fixtures]Local Fixtures

These are the fixtures in our two regional associations for this month.  This is taken from the BOF website, but please check before travelling to any, in case of last-minute changes.  And, please remember that most events are pre-entry only at the moment, and entries may close early if restricted entry levels are reached.

	Tue 01/09/26
	HH Street-O Finale - Hatfield
	HH
	Hatfield
	 

	Wed 02/09/26
	DFOK Greenwich Peninsula Spring into Summer (postponed from 1 July)
	DFOK
	Greenwich Peninsula
	 

	Sat 05/09/26
	SO Park-O 8 - Southwater Country Park, Southwater
	SO
	Southwater Country Park
	 

	Sat 05/09/26
	HH Saturday Series - Oaklands - St Albans
	HH
	Oaklands College
	 

	Sun 06/09/26
	Baddow Ridge SOS Colour Coded & EA League - N.B. New date!
	SOS
	Danbury
	 EA League, SWELL, HAVOC League

	Tue 08/09/26
	SLOW Street-O Series
	SLOW
	Covent Garden
	 

	Wed 09/09/26
	HAVOC Twilight Series 2026 No.1
	HAVOC
	New Welcome Sailor pub, Burnham on Crouch, Essex
	 HAVOC event

	Sat 12/09/26
	SAX Summer Saturday Series 4
	SAX
	Milton Creek Country Park
	 

	Sun 13/09/26
	Ampthill Park
	WAOC
	Ampthill Park
	 

	Sun 13/09/26
	CHIG Local and SWELL
	CHIG
	Epping SE
	 SWELL, HAVOC League

	Tue 15/09/26
	MV Street O series
	MV
	Burpham & Merrow
	 

	Fri 18/09/26
	CoL Friday event (Sprint)
	LOK
	MIddlesex University Hendon
	 

	Sat 19/09/26
	SLOW City of London Race (UKOL)
	SLOW
	Bermondsey
	 HAVOC League

	Sun 20/09/26
	UEA and Earlham Park
	NOR
	UEA and Earlham Park
	 

	Sun 20/09/26
	DFOK Double Sprints (London City Race W/E)(UKOL)
	DFOK
	Thamesmead
	 HAVOC League

	Wed 23/09/26
	HAVOC Twilight Series 2026 No.2
	HAVOC
	Sigered King of Essex pub, Basildon, Essex
	 HAVOC event

	Sat 26/09/26
	Writtle Forest
	WAOC
	Writtle Forest
	 

	Sat 03/10/26
	HH Saturday Series - Jersey Farm
	HH
	Jersey Farm
	 

	Sun 04/10/26
	HAVOC Regional EAL & SWELL
	HAVOC
	Thorndon Park North, Brentwood, Essex
	 HAVOC event, EAL, SWELL

	Wed 07/10/26
	HAVOC Twilight Series 2026 No.3
	HAVOC
	The Duke pub, Wickford, Essex
	 HAVOC event

	Thu 08/10/26
	SAX Kent Night Cup 1
	SAX
	Dering Wood
	 

	Sun 11/10/26
	Blickling inc EAOA Junior Champs
	NOR
	Blickling Hall
	 

	Sun 11/10/26
	LOK SEOA Middle Champs
	LOK
	Hampstead
	 

	Tue 13/10/26
	SLOW Street-O Series
	SLOW
	Bow
	 

	Thu 15/10/26
	SAX Kent Night Cup 2
	SAX
	Kings Wood
	 



Links:
HAVOC website		www.orienteering-havoc.co.uk 
HAVOC facebook page	www.facebook.com/pages/Havering-South-Essex-Orienteering-Club/277659605610134 
EAOA website			http://eaoa.org.uk/
SEOA website			https://www.seoa.org.uk/
British Orienteering		www.britishorienteering.org.uk 
Fabian4 (entries)		www.fabian4.co.uk 
Racesignup (entries)		www.racesignup.co.uk
SI Entries (entries)		www.sientries.co.uk
The Orienteering Foundation	www.orienteeringfoundation.org.uk
Street-O style basemaps 	www.openstreetmap.org  
MapRun UK			www.maprun.uk
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