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In this month’s newsletter

Chairman’s Chat – Graham’s Chairman’s Chat

Captain’s Corner – A word from our captain

Fixtures for October


[bookmark: Chairman]Chairman’s Chat  

October is the time of change as we have the club Annual General Meeting on Monday 12th October 2026 (see HAVOC website Homepage for details) and I would encourage everyone to attend via the OpenTalk link provided to members. This is the time for you to voice suggestions or concerns in a formal manner or even join the committee whose work ensures the club progresses for the next year. It is also the meeting at which membership fees are agreed for 2027.

Some club members dedicated their time at our recent Come and Try Orienteering event at Weald Park on Saturday 12th September following the weekly Parkrun in the same area. Although numbers were low, we did manage to entice a few people to take part. A heartfelt thank you to those club members who helped out.

Club members were also involved in staging the Junior Inter Regional Championships (JIRCs) weekend at Writtle and Hatfield Forest on 26th and 27th September. We had two HAVOC members competing for the East Anglian region (as part of the EAJS - East Anglian Junior Squad) - well done Charlie and Hugo. A big thanks to Paul Beckett for his time spent mapping and planning at Writtle to ensure the event was a success.

David Float and Colin Jackson have ensured the success of the midweek Twilight series before the midweek Winter series starts up again. Please come along to these events if you are able, they do take time to plan.

Next up is our first forest event of the season at Thorndon Park North on Sunday 4 October. Janet Biggs deserves a huge thank you for getting the maps ready for the event. We haven't used the area since 2019 because of car parking issues but we now have an updated 1:7500 map of the main area which includes the location of all the characters on the Gruffalo Trail - watch out for the Gruffalo as some courses pass close to this character! Entry numbers are rising steadily so we hope for a good entry to match the current good weather forecast.

I hope to compete at the Hampstead Heath event the following Sunday having spent time controlling (Hendon Campus Sprint event as part of the London City Race weekend), helping (at JIRCs) and planning (Thorndon North). Time for a slow run/walk at Hampstead Heath and enjoy the views! So I'll see you at Thorndon or Hampstead or both.

On a final and happy note the old London Bus FROLICS (First Running Of the London Inter Club Championships) trophy has been located so we have two trophies for the now renamed GLOSS (Greater London Orienteering Summer Series). This is the prestigious annual event for which we commissioned a new trophy.

Come along to the AGM and let us know how to utilise the old one!

Graham Batty


[bookmark: Captain]Captain’s Corner  

We welcome six new members to the club this month.  Enjoy your orienteering as part of HAVOC, and hope to see you at an event soon.

We start preparations for lining up in division one of the SEL, which kicks off later next month for this season.

The next SWELL and EAL event is this Sunday at our own event. Hope to see you there as we look to improve our position in the EAL, and you all look to move up the individual standings in the SWELL leagues.

I haven’t had much chance to check out the latest videos from BOF, but there is often some good content there for training, improving skills, or thinking about staging events.

I have put all the other content in the other sections of this newsletter, so rather than repeating myself, I will just let you read!

Have a good month,

David Float


Our Next Events

Our next forest event is at Thorndon North this coming weekend.  We haven’t used the area for a proper forest event (we did run a summer series MapRun event there) since 2019, so it will be good to get back into the forest.  Graham Batty is planning the courses, with Colin Jackson organizing the event.  This event will be in the EA League, as well as SWELL, and will host the CHIG and DFOK club championships.  This is a full colour coded, regional event, and you will have received the entry discount code from Colin if you can spare some time to help out at the event to ensure it runs smoothly.

The following Wednesday we have the last of our Midweek Twilight series, this one at Wickford.  We have a line/spiral hybrid course for this one – so there is a time limit in which to get as many points as possible, with some mandatory, and some optional controls to be found.  As usual at these street events, we use fire hydrant signs, as well as other street furniture such as lampposts and switch cabinets.
Volunteer planners and organisers, or people to assist with course planning or organising, are always welcome for the street orienteering and forest orienteering events.  Please contact the club secretary, Colin Jackson (secretary@orienteering-havoc.co.uk ) for more information or to volunteer.   

Annual General Meeting

It’s nearly time for our Annual General Meeting!  As in recent years, in order to make this as easy for people to attend as possible, we will be hosting this as a virtual online meeting.  The AGM is a chance for all members of the club to get together to hear how the year has gone, and what the plans are for the following year.  We have votes for the club officials and the committee, and for membership fees.  The 2026 AGM will take place on Monday 12th Oct 2026 at 8pm.  All HAVOC members are welcome to attend.  If you would like to, please inform the club secretary, Colin (secretary@orienteering-havoc.co.uk) who will then send you the meeting link, and minutes of the 2025 AGM.


[bookmark: Growingtheclub]Growing the club

[bookmark: Localseries]We put on another Come And Try It event in Weald Park early in the month, after the Park Run there.  This attracted a few people along, so we will hope that some might be tempted to come back and try the sport again.  We have had some success from this type of events before – indeed we welcome new members Nicola and Imogen Boston, Clare, Emilie and Sam Coates this month – they came to our Thorndon taster event earlier in the year.  Another new member this month in Kevin Gard – who joins us having run in a number of our midweek street events.  Welcome to you all – hope you enjoy your orienteering, as part of HAVOC.

We have started publicizing the club in the Romford Recorder – they are allowing us to publish a regular article showcasing runs by HAVOC members,  and our club events.  Look out for the articles in the paper or on the website!  As a result of that, it is even more important that we have photos to put in the articles, so please try to take some at the events you are at.


Last Month’s Review
[bookmark: SEL][bookmark: Thorndon]
We started the month with a new format for me – MonpOly O!  Various sets of controls, with different values, and bonuses for completing the set, tax controls giving minus points, and some Chance controls giving a fixed score from negative to positive.  As with all the HH street O events, just a 45 min time limit.  So, off I set with some controls in mind, but I quickly forgot which sets I had started, which I hadn’t, and when I finished I seemed to have two of the three for lots!  The map was perhaps a little hard to read to work out which controls were in which set, and in the end I thought it was potentially too complicated!

A map run course round the Greenwich Peninsula was next, in a postponed Spring event from DFOK.  This was quite fun, but I probably didn’t go far enough and so ended up getting back with nearly 10 minutes to spare, but no controls to get nearby!  Seb won the event with an excellent score.

Seventeen HAVOCs made the short trip up the A12 to Baddow Ridge for the rescheduled SOS event, which also was the first fixture in the SWELL season for this year.  I didn’t make too many major errors, but seemed to be out for a long time, and I was trying out some new innersoles which were too big and ended up really painful.  I knew I was getting a long time when I had to sit on a bench at the top of a hill for a while!

SLOW started their street O series in central London at Covent Garden, and despite the early evening start it was packed!  People everywhere, and with a number of the controls in narrow passages and really crowded areas, it wasn’t the best experience I have ever had!  I also forgot to start my watch, so didn’t really know how long I had been out for, and the first control I looked for wasn’t there.  Written clues, so there wasn’t even a satisfying MapRun “ping” to be had!  

By contrast, the following night in Burnham on Crouch it was almost deserted at times.  Some lovely views on the river front, and round the marina. We did a snooker O for this one, to introduce some thought into route choice, rather than just running off.  This seemed to work well again – lots of appreciative comments.  Just one person managed a full break, and loads of different strategies and routes taken.  A lovely late summer evening, ending with a spectacular sunset over the river.

It was Epping Forest at the weekend.  Epping always seems to prove troublesome for me, and although this time I felt that things went better, I made enough small errors to make my time uncompetitive.  I did make a big error late on to cement my low finishing position.

Mole Valley kicked their winter street O series off with an event near Guildford.  I made a significant error mistaking the road I was on, even thinking that when my watch pinged to indicate a control that this must be wrong!  So, I wasted about 7 minutes until I worked out what I had done wrong.  It was a nice course, but I didn’t get anywhere near the southern section – think I would have to be much better at running to have got near that part of the course.

Next up was the Annual City of London urban festival.  I didn’t think that the length of journey over to Middlesex university was worth a sprint race, so I just entered the main race on the Saturday and the sprints on the Sunday.  After last year’s issues with some runners shouting at pedestrians, it was a lesser populated part of London in Bermondsey this year.   However, there was a police dispersal order in place due to a Millwall football game, so it wasn’t all plain sailing!  On the course there were a few tricky decisions to be made, in order to avoid uncrossable features, and at the half way stage I was doing ok I thought.  A nice view of Tower Bridge seemed to throw me off as I turned my map, and then went to the wrong next control.  Luckily I realized, but running back and forth to the correct control added a significant time for me.  Seems to be a common thing for me – you would have thought after 1500 events I would have worked out how to do this orienteering thing!

Onto the double sprints.  Two different parts of the map – the first sprint was fairly standard urban affair.  The second was a multi level challenge, and I found the map not really very informative, so I thought a couple of the controls were a bit hit and miss.  I hit on a couple, and missed on a couple of others!  Good fun though – a nice couple of hours between the two races allowing for some friendly chat with other orienteers.

We had a Spanish score for the next Twilight street O.  The idea behind a Spanish score, is that it is a fastest time wins, to get all the controls, but there is no set route between them, and they can be collected in any order.  I did a MapRun graphic showing all the runners on Long, and this showed everyone taking different routes.  Satisfying to see.

Writtle forest was last up for me this month.  A splendid day – glorious weather, a lovely forest and great courses planned by Paul.  Two mistakes for me – ran slightly off target and ended up at the wrong control, and then stopped slightly short of one control and headed back.  A fitting event to start the JIRCs weekend though.


[bookmark: MapRun]Team HAVOC and Club League

After a few months off, the EAL will have its next fixture for 2026, with our event at Thorndon.  The end of November will see the first fixtures in the SEL this season – our first in division one!

Another four scheduled events in the HAVOC league in September, plus one more added due to strength of entry, so we now start to see the league table taking shape.  It is close at the top with Mike just leading Guy, with Seb in third.  Defending women’s champ, Jenny has taken the lead in the women’s comp, clear of Gillian and Chloe.  Hugo maintains his lead in the junior standings, ahead of siblings Charlie and Amelie.

We are up to 11 events now in the Participation League, and Mike and David hold the joint lead with 8 of these events participated in.

In the BOF rankings, Chris Prince is back in the top 3 as he gets back to having six scoring runs.  Ted continues to lead the way, as HAVOC’s top runner, with Guy in second.  Ted holds the lead in both forest and urban orienteering, second place in urban is Seb Parris, forest it’s Guy.


This Month’s Highlights

The HAVOC events in the first week of the month are the main draw – we go to Thorndon North for the first time in seven years, for a SWELL and EAL event, and then have the final of our twilight series in Wickford the following Wednesday.  The annual Kent Night Cup gets underway the following night – don’t forget we have a fixture in this series later in the season.  The following weekend sees a clash between the EAOA junior championships and the SEOA Middle Distance champs.  There is another middle distance race the following weekend, hosted by DFOK – note this one is in the afternoon.  The month ends with the first of the winter series hosted jointly by SOS and HAVOC – this first race being in Braintree.  Other local series include the HH Saturday series, and midweek street O series from SLOW and MV, all of which have their next fixtures in the month.


[bookmark: Fixtures]Local Fixtures

These are the fixtures in our two regional associations for this month.  This is taken from the BOF website, but please check before travelling to any, in case of last-minute changes.  And, please remember that most events are pre-entry only at the moment, and entries may close early if restricted entry levels are reached.

	Sat 03/10/26
	HH Saturday Series - Jersey Farm
	HH
	Jersey Farm
	 

	Sat 03/10/26
	SOG A1 - Southwick Hill, Mile Oak, Portslade
	SO
	Southwick Hill
	 

	Sun 04/10/26
	HAVOC Regional EAL & SWELL
	HAVOC
	Thorndon Park North, Brentwood, Essex
	 HAVOC event, EAL, SWELL

	Wed 07/10/26
	HAVOC Twilight Series 2026 No.3
	HAVOC
	The Duke pub, Wickford, Essex
	 HAVOC event

	Thu 08/10/26
	SAX Kent Night Cup 1
	SAX
	Dering Wood
	 

	Sat 10/10/26
	SOG A2 - North Ashdown
	SO
	North Ashdown
	 

	Sun 11/10/26
	Blickling inc EAOA Junior Champs
	NOR
	Blickling Hall
	 EAOA Junior

	Sun 11/10/26
	LOK SEOA Middle Champs
	LOK
	Hampstead
	 SEOA Middle. HAVOC league

	Tue 13/10/26
	SLOW Street-O Series
	SLOW
	Bow
	 

	Thu 15/10/26
	SAX Kent Night Cup 2
	SAX
	Kings Wood
	 

	Sat 17/10/26
	Park-O and score, Coe Fen and Lammas Land
	WAOC
	Near cafe, Lammas Land
	 

	Sat 17/10/26
	DFOK Regional Middle Distance (pm)
	DFOK
	South Ashdown
	 

	Sun 18/10/26
	SMOC Keyne-O 4, Linford Wood
	SMOC
	Milton Keynes
	 

	Tue 20/10/26
	MV Street O series
	MV
	Tattenham Corner
	 

	Thu 22/10/26
	SO - KNC event - East Grinstead Urban event
	SO
	East Grinstead
	 

	Sat 24/10/26
	DFOK KOL
	DFOK
	Foots Cray Meadows
	 

	Sat 24/10/26
	SOG A3 - Friston Forest (west)
	SO
	Friston Forest (west)
	 

	Sun 25/10/26
	HH Urban 2026
	HH
	Welwyn Garden City
	 

	Wed 28/10/26
	HAVOC/SOS Winter Midweek Series 1
	SOS
	Braintree
	HAVOC/SOS series

	Thu 29/10/26
	SAX Kent Night Cup 4
	SAX
	Addington Hills
	 

	Sun 01/11/26
	Santon Downham EAOA Championships and EAL WAOC Regional Event
	WAOC
	Santon Downham
	 EAL, EA Champs, HAVOC League

	Thu 05/11/26
	DFOK KNC
	DFOK
	Bearsted
	 

	Sat 07/11/26
	SAX Kent Orienteering League 2
	SAX
	Perry Wood
	 

	Sat 07/11/26
	HH Saturday Series - Wardown Park
	HH
	Wardown Park and Popes Meadow
	 

	Sat 07/11/26
	SOG A4 - Selhurst Park, Goodwood
	SO
	Selhurst Park
	 

	Sun 08/11/26
	GO Local event
	GO
	St Martha's & the Chantries
	 

	Tue 10/11/26
	SUFFOC street-O 1
	SUFFOC
	The Magpie, Combs Ford
	 

	Tue 10/11/26
	SLOW Street-O Series
	SLOW
	Kennington/Oval
	 

	Wed 11/11/26
	HAVOC/SOS Winter Midweek series 2
	HAVOC
	Laindon
	HAVOC event

	Thu 12/11/26
	SAX Kent Night Cup 6
	SAX
	Marden's Hill
	 

	Sat 14/11/26
	SO - South East Night Champs, Tilgate Park & golf course, Crawley
	SO
	Tilgate Park & Forest
	 HAVOC League

	Sun 15/11/26
	SO Regional Middle Distance Event - Tilgate Park, Crawley
	SO
	Tilgate Park, Forest & Golf Course
	 




Links:
HAVOC website		www.orienteering-havoc.co.uk 
HAVOC facebook page	www.facebook.com/pages/Havering-South-Essex-Orienteering-Club/277659605610134 
EAOA website			http://eaoa.org.uk/
SEOA website			https://www.seoa.org.uk/
British Orienteering		www.britishorienteering.org.uk 
Fabian4 (entries)		www.fabian4.co.uk 
Racesignup (entries)		www.racesignup.co.uk
SI Entries (entries)		www.sientries.co.uk
The Orienteering Foundation	www.orienteeringfoundation.org.uk
Street-O style basemaps 	www.openstreetmap.org  
MapRun UK			www.maprun.uk
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