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In this month’s newsletter

Chairman’s Chat – Graham’s Chairman’s Chat

Captain’s Corner – A word from our captain

Fixtures for November


[bookmark: Chairman]Chairman’s Chat  

We held our Annual General Meeting (AGM) in October and I am pleased to announce we have a committee formed for the coming year with me as Chair for another year.

There was a little shuffling of the roles so thank you to Janet Biggs for being Treasurer for the past three years as she steps down. This post is now held by Zbig Gebka with support from the previous Treasurers. Thank you to Zbig for putting himself forward for the role. The committee remains as a whole with the same eight club members with Ted Coday also being invited along to meetings as an observer.

A week before the AGM we held our first forest event of the season at Thorndon Park North using an updated map. This was the first time we had used the area since 2019 and the event attracted a good number of competitors with glorious autumnal weather to make it a great event. Well done and thank you to all in the club who helped out on the day.

Autumn is both pleasurable and difficult from a planning point of view as the weather is still reasonable but the falling of leaves can cover paths. This hasn't put off Michael Muggeridge from planning our next event which takes place in Bedfords Park, Havering-atte-Bower at the end of this month. We are hoping for favourable weather again especially avoiding any storms that may come our way.

November also sees HAVOC putting on the second of the Essex Midweek Series at Laindon West, get there if you can.

This is also the time of the year we can all renew our HAVOC and BOF membership for 2027. BOF would prefer us to pay by direct debit but the deadline for setting this up has now passed for the forthcoming year but please do consider this form of payment for renewal in 2028.

Earlier this week I was reminiscing after reading in the news that the M25 has reached 40 years since its completion. Love it or hate it, it has helped us to get to events further afield over that time and it has been a big part of my driving life as I can remember the days before "The Road to Hell" (a good tune by Chris Rea) when my dad used to drive me to Nottingham University from Essex and then using it for many years (along with hours of holdups) during my working life in Maidstone. It has a particular orienteering significance for those of us who used to travel the complete circuit in the early days of it's opening on one Sunday of the year in late Spring/early summer to compete in the M25 O-Ringen (a series of 4 orienteering events dotted around and just off the motorway - compete in the first event then drive to the second event an on so on for all four events). No chance of doing that on a Sunday (or any other day) nowadays! If anyone still has results from these events then let me know or share them via our social media.

Enjoy the autumn events and take notice of the leaf colours and fungi of the woodlands which makes orienteering such an enjoyable sport.

Graham Batty


[bookmark: Captain]Captain’s Corner  

Looks like we are going to struggle in our first outing in division one of the SE League, as the event clashes with our own Bedfords Park event!

We had a great turnout for our Thorndon Park event last month, and as this was also in the EA League, we had a good result there, and move into third place in the league, ahead of SOS, NOR and SMOC.

I have just put in our bid for the Compass Sport Trophy heat.  The EAOA share their heat with EMOA, and as this year it is in Matlock, Derbyshire, we only really have one choice – the HH event at Ashridge North, Berkhampstead. The event is on the 7th February 2027, so please mark that date in your diary and make every effort to attend.  I will sort out entries, and course selections nearer the time.

I have also been looking at Club Championship venues for the spring.  As usual, fixtures seem a little thin on the ground, but we really want to try for somewhere a bit closer this year!  SOS, DFOK, LOK don’t have any suitable events, CHIG have one – Warlies Park on the 14th March. So, that is the likely venue this season.

Have a good month,

David Float


Our Next Events

Our next forest event is at Bedfords Park, later this month.  Hopefully the weather will be kind, and we can make full use of the woodland – our last event in the area was a GLOSS in 2024.  You can find the Routegadget on our Maps Page on the Website if you want to refresh your memory of the area ahead of the event.  Mike Muggeridge is planning the courses, and Colin Jackson is organizing.  The event is set up on Racesignup, and Colin has the discount entry code if you can help on the day.

Ahead of that event, next Wednesday we have our first event in the Winter street series, a series we share with SOS.  They held their first event in Braintree last week, and now it is our turn – our first event being in Laindon West.  Based at the Hungry Horse pub/restaurant about a mile from Laindon station, the courses will be mainly based on the streets but may also visit some of the easier open and wooded areas.  The courses are planned by Colin Jackson, and as usual for these events we use street furniture like hydrant signs for the controls, and run the event on MapRun so you can instantly see your route on the app after you finish, and can compare routes and times with fellow competitors straight after the event.


Volunteer planners and organisers, or people to assist with course planning or organising, are always welcome for the street orienteering and forest orienteering events.  Please contact the club secretary, Colin Jackson (secretary@orienteering-havoc.co.uk ) for more information or to volunteer.   

Annual General Meeting

We held our Annual General Meeting last month.  As has been the case for a few years ow, this was held virtually via a video call, to allow for everyone to be there without having to travel.  We had all the usual reports from officials, had some discussions around membership fees, plans for the year, and voted in the committee and officials for the new club year.


[bookmark: Growingtheclub]Growing the club

[bookmark: Localseries]I continue to promote our events through Facebook , the website and other social media channels where possible.  We also have our regular feature in the Romford Recorded, for which I have been writing various pieces (which is why this newsletter is slightly late – sorry!).

After last month’s flurry of new members we haven’t had any this month, but it is now time to renew your membership for 2027, so hopefully you will all be able to do that this year.

Please keep taking phots at events, and sharing those through Whattsapp, or sending directly to me, so that we can continue to post interesting content to the press.


Last Month’s Review
[bookmark: SEL][bookmark: Thorndon]
October started with a line/spiral hybrid event in Wickford, as the final event in our Twilight series. Although I had planned the course, this didn’t seem to help, as once in the terrain I made a number of significant errors!  The format was one I had thought up myself, and it worked quite well, although the short course was too long for the time limit, making going for the optional spirals a little tricky!  Good to see that I made the long course just long enough to mean that no-one could clear all the controls in the hour!

It was the first Kent night cup round the following night – in Dering Wood.  The format for this was also new – three different types of control (water, ground, and vegetation) and you had to get one of each (in any order) before moving on to the next set, so it was critical that you kept track of where you were in a sequence and what controls you had visited.  This worked out fine for me until late in the event when I got confused, stood next to a control but didn’t punch it as I thought it was the wrong “type”.  Turned out I needed to collect this one, and that meant that two of my controls later on were invalid as out of sequence.  I also then ran back to the start instead of the finish, os saw myself tumble down the standings!

I didn’t fare much better at Hampstead Heath on the weekend.  Messed up the first, then got confused at the fourth, running straight past the control and returning to it several minutes later!  That wasn’t the worst though – later on in the course I got a bit lost and took over ten minutes to find a control.  For a Middle Distance race, this is not optimal!

Bow next up, for a LOK street O.  As you might remember, these are written answers, but luckily this time there were no “searching around for the answer” moments!  Not a bad run – and finished with just under a minute to spare.  We had a chat with the SLOW series organiser after the event to see if we could get any hints for how to increase our entries at these midweek events, as they tend to get near 100, and we struggle to get over 30!
The next Kent Night Cup was in a little used part of Ashdown forest.  This is now being rested for a while so it was nice to have a last run on the area.  I was late getting there, as I had an appointment in the afternoon, so had a reduced time limit.  Really nice running though, on a warmish autumn night.  The forest was lovely and runnable, and vegetation mostly was low.  Just the hills to slow us down!

Tattenham Corner for the next MV street O.  On the fringes of the racecourse at Epsom, but didn’t venture that way.  The course was off to the east, and there were a few critical route choices over a railway with obviously limited crossing points. I took this run fairly easy, but still managed a decent score – a nice mix of some hilly streets, with some careful navigation required.

The first street O event in the Kent Night Cup was the SO hosted round at East Grinstead.  Fairly straightforward running – although a few hills to be aware of.  And the format was variable points, so you had to make sure your route was decent.  I probably missed a couple of controls that I could have got to with a slightly different route, but was a little tired, so was pleased to finish well inside the time limit!

SOS had the first of the winter street series in Braintree.  This went reasonably well – I made a few minor mistakes, but mainly it was just speed of running that kept me adrift of the faster runners at the top of the table.  Some nice bits of route choice, which while they weren;t significant in terms of distance, did make for splitting up the field.

Back to the forests in the Kent Night cup, as we get an early look at one of the GLOSS 27 venues in Addington Hills.  A dumbelled course which wasn’t overly long, but with the extensive amounts of contours, there was no chance that I was going to get round everything.  I chose to just do some of the dumbells and get all the controls, but I made one error which left me needing a bit of a longer run, and having to miss the last control in order to get back in time.  You have to keep in close contact with the map here, as it is easy to go wrong in the night.

So, just nine events this month, but some good variation of terrains, and once I had got past my awful start, the rest of my runs weren’t too bad!



[bookmark: MapRun]Team HAVOC and Club League

As I mentioned earlier, we got a great result in the EA League, at our event at Thorndon.  Unfortunately, the first SEL event will clash with our Thorndon event, so doubt we will get many people (if any!) to that one.  There will be another chance the following weekend (29/11) at the SAX event at Bedgebury.

The EAL for 2026 closed out at the weekend with the Santon Down EA Championship event, but the league results not yet published for that one.  Congratulations to Mike Muggeridge and Hugo Maule-Lidbury for their EA Championship victories.  See the Romford Recorder for photos!

I haven’t had a chance to update the standings in the HAVOC league for last month’s races yet.  I will do this as soon as I can and post to the website, so keep looking out for that!  Same goes for the spreadsheet this month.  I will update as soon as I get a chance!

No major changes in the BOF rankings this year – close for third place in the club between Chris Prince and Seb Parris!


This Month’s Highlights

Pleanty of big events on the calendar this month.  A couple of HAVOC events – the street O at Laindon west, and a forest O at Bedfords Park.  This clashes with the SE League event at Mytchett, and there is another the following weekend at Bedgebury.  SOS have their next series street O at Tiptree later in the month, and there are also fixtures in the HH Saturday series, the Kent Orienteering League, For midweek runners there is obviously the Kent Night Cup every week, plus races in the SLOW night series, the SUFFOC street O, the SLOW street series, and the MV street series.  Finally there are also big weekend races at Tilgate Forest golf club (night O on the Saturday in the HAVOC league and Middle distance on the Sunday).


[bookmark: Fixtures]Local Fixtures

These are the fixtures in our two regional associations for this month.  This is taken from the BOF website, but please check before travelling to any, in case of last-minute changes.  And, please remember that most events are pre-entry only at the moment, and entries may close early if restricted entry levels are reached.

	Sun 01/11/26
	Bromehill EAOA Championships and EAL WAOC Regional Event
	WAOC
	Bromehill
	 EA League

	Tue 03/11/26
	SLOW Night Series
	SLOW
	Wimbledon Common
	 

	Thu 05/11/26
	DFOK KNC
	DFOK
	Bearsted
	 

	Sat 07/11/26
	SAX Kent Orienteering League 2
	SAX
	Perry Wood
	 

	Sat 07/11/26
	HH Saturday Series - Wardown Park
	HH
	Wardown Park and Popes Meadow
	 

	Sat 07/11/26
	SOG A4 - Selhurst Park, Goodwood
	SO
	Selhurst Park
	 

	Sun 08/11/26
	Chantry Challenge
	GO
	St Martha's & the Chantries
	 

	Tue 10/11/26
	SUFFOC street-O 1
	SUFFOC
	The Magpie, Combs Ford
	 

	Tue 10/11/26
	SLOW Street-O Series
	SLOW
	Kennington/Oval
	 

	Wed 11/11/26
	Essex Winter Midweek Series 2026/27 No.2: Laindon West
	HAVOC
	Hungry Horse pub, Victoria Road, Laindon, Basildon, Essex
	 HAVOC event

	Thu 12/11/26
	SAX Kent Night Cup 6
	SAX
	Marden's Hill
	 

	Sat 14/11/26
	SO - South East Night Champs, Tilgate Park & golf course, Crawley
	SO
	Tilgate Park & Forest
	 HAVOC league

	Sun 15/11/26
	SO Regional Middle Distance Event - Tilgate Park, Crawley
	SO
	Tilgate Park, Forest & Golf Course
	 

	Tue 17/11/26
	MV Street O series
	MV
	Cheam
	 

	Thu 19/11/26
	SAX Kent Night Cup 7
	SAX
	Ightham
	 

	Sat 21/11/26
	Park-O and score, Cherry Hinton Hall Park
	WAOC
	Cherry Hinton Hall Park
	 

	Sat 21/11/26
	SOG A5 - Slindon Wood, Fontwell
	SO
	Slindon Wood
	 

	Sun 22/11/26
	SN Trophy Mytchett
	SN
	Mytchett
	 SE League

	Sun 22/11/26
	HAVOC Regional & SWELL
	HAVOC
	Bedfords Park, Havering Atte Bower, Essex
	 HAVOC event

	Tue 24/11/26
	SLOW Night Series
	SLOW
	Wandsworth Common
	 

	Wed 25/11/26
	Essex Winter Midweek Series 2026/27 no.3
	SOS
	Tiptree
	 HAVOC/SOS series

	Thu 26/11/26
	SAX Kent Night Cup 8
	SAX
	Faversham
	 

	Sun 29/11/26
	Barnes Carr and The Birches
	SUFFOC
	Tunstall Forest
	 

	Sun 29/11/26
	SE Long Championships and SAX SE League
	SAX
	Bedgebury National Pinetum and Forest
	 SE League, HAVC league

	Thu 03/12/26
	SAX Kent Night Cup 9
	SAX
	Hargate Forest
	 

	Sat 05/12/26
	DFOK KOL
	DFOK
	Lullingstone Country Park
	 

	Sat 05/12/26
	SOG A6 - Worthlodge Forest, Crawley
	SO
	Worthlodge Forest
	 

	Sun 06/12/26
	Bylaugh and Bawdeswell
	NOR
	Norwich
	 

	Sun 06/12/26
	CHIG Mitre : Epping NW (National Event, SE League and SWELL)
	CHIG
	Epping NW
	 SE League, SWELL, HAVOC league

	Tue 08/12/26
	SUFFOC street-O 2
	SUFFOC
	The Macebearer, Hardwick
	 

	Tue 08/12/26
	SLOW Street-O Series
	DFOK
	tbc
	 

	Wed 09/12/26
	Essex Winter Midweek Series 2026/27 No.4: Ingatestone
	HAVOC
	The Star Inn, 45 High Street, Ingatestone, Essex
	 HAVOC event

	Thu 10/12/26
	DFOK KNC
	DFOK
	Shoreham Woods
	 

	Sun 13/12/26
	MV Festive Event & 60th anniversary
	MV
	Nower
	 

	Tue 15/12/26
	MV Street O series
	MV
	Ashtead
	 



Links:
HAVOC website		www.orienteering-havoc.co.uk 
HAVOC facebook page	www.facebook.com/pages/Havering-South-Essex-Orienteering-Club/277659605610134 
EAOA website			http://eaoa.org.uk/
SEOA website			https://www.seoa.org.uk/
British Orienteering		www.britishorienteering.org.uk 
Fabian4 (entries)		www.fabian4.co.uk 
Racesignup (entries)		www.racesignup.co.uk
SI Entries (entries)		www.sientries.co.uk
The Orienteering Foundation	www.orienteeringfoundation.org.uk
Street-O style basemaps 	www.openstreetmap.org  
MapRun UK			www.maprun.uk
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