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In this month’s newsletter

Chairman’s Chat – Colin’s Chairman’s Chat
Club AGM to be held last month

Fixtures for November
Chairman’s Chat  

After the highs of our 50th Anniversary event at Epping SW at the start of October, the remainder of the month has seemed to slow down a bit.

The first weekend saw 2 good events; a HH event at Verulanium (St. Albans) on the Saturday, and then a Chig SWELL event at Wanstead Park on the Sunday.  Unfortunately the SWELL event had a pretty low turnout, although that meant a better chance for success and SWELL points for those of us who did attend !

Maybe trying to run 2 events on the same weekend was a mistake as my achilles was still hurting a week later at the excelt Panshanger (St Albans) event.  After that the next 2 weekends had very few forest events, although a few HAVOCs did go to the Cambridge City Race, last weekend.

October though did see the start of our winter Street ‘O’ series with SOS.  The first event was held at Witham, 2 weeks ago in the teeth of storm Babet.  The rain was torrential as I set out, limiting the turnout, and even quite a few of the brave souls who ventured out, retired without getting all the controls.  Luckily, as the event was organised using maprun, on our mobile phones, people were able to run the event later in the week, when the storm had passed (obviously with a time penalty for not running on the night).  For anyone interested in trying the Street ‘O’s, but not wanting to run at night, or in a competitive environment, this is a great way to get some mid-week exercise at a time that suits you.

The second event in the Street ‘O’ series is our HAVOC event tomorrow night at Noak Bridge (Basildon), organised by Chris Prince.  Hopefully, this event should be over before storm Ciaran hits, and there is already a strong entry of 32 competitors.  Why not try and get along to this local event, which will start and finish at the Noak Bridge pub, and are always good social events.

Away from the actual orienteering events, the HAVOC AGM was held last Wednesday, via ZOOM.  For the 2023/4 season a committee of 7 members was elected, with me remaining as Chairman, Paul Beckett as Secretary, and Guy Lidbury as Captain.  Dale Bennet had completed his 3 years as Treasurer, and had to stand down, and was replaced by Janet Biggs.

The Committee has historically always had at least 8 members, so the AGM requested the new Committee to try and second additional members onto the Committee.  The Committee only meets around 5-6 times a year via ZOOM, so is not a big workload.  If anyone is interested in joining the Committee, to help plan the future schedule of events, the running of the club, or just give some valuable feedback, please contact Paul Beckett (Secretary) or myself.  We’d love to see some new faces on the Committee !

As we look forward, there appear to be some good local events coming up in November.  Next weekend is an SOS event at Baddow Ridge, or the November Classic in the New Forest for those willing to travel a bit further.  This is followed by our own SWELL event at Belhus Woods on Sunday, November 12.  Paul Beckett has planned some excellent courses, so this should be a good event at an improving local area.  I hope to see as many of you there as possible.

That’s all for now, stay healthy, and enjoy your Orienteering.

Colin Jackson

Our Next Events
Our next forest event is the Belhus Woods event on November 10th.  This one is in the SWELL series for 2023/24.  Planner is Paul, organiser Colin.  Usual array of colour coded courses on offer, in Belhus Woods, which was last used in November 2022.  
The terrain description has been updated for this event, to:
The country park is a low-lying mix of ancient woods, meadows, streams, ponds and other earth features created by past gravel and brickearth extraction.  There are also extensive Forestry Commission and Woodland Trust 1990s tree plantations which are maturing nicely, with their runnability varying with the coppicing and brashing cycles.  The area is relatively  flat and fast for those who can maintain map contact while making frequent decisions caused by the path and ditch network and the mosaic of woods and meadows.  Courses are planned to offer a technical and physical challenge; full leg cover is advised.    
Normal helper discount available if you can help out.  Entry numbers are currently very low unfortunately, so hopefully that will pick up in the last couple of weeks before the event.

Just ahead of that, on the 1st of the month, we have our first street O event, in the joint winter series with SOS, at Noak Bridge near Basildon and Billericay.  This is the second event in the 10 race series, and will be planned and organised by Chris P, based out of the Noak Bridge pub.  Full details on the website.

Our next event will also be in that series, an event hosted by Graham Batty at Corringham on the 29th November.

Volunteer planners and organisers, or people to assist with course planning or organising, are always welcome for the street orienteering and forest orienteering events.  Please contact the club secretary, Paul Beckett (secretary@orienteering-havoc.co.uk ) for more information or to volunteer.  

Other News

The 2023 HAVOC AGM took place via a virtual Zoom meeting on Wed 25th Oct 2023.  This was our 49th meeting, in our 50th year since the club was first formed.  We had most of the committee joining for this year’s meeting, which covered the usual agenda of reports from the Chairman, Captain, Treasurer, and Membership officer, as well as agreeing the club subscriptions for the following year, and election of officers and committee members for 2024.  There are not many changes to the committee from 2023, just Dale Bennett stepping down from treasurer after his 3 years in post, to be replaced by Janet Biggs, supported by Chris Shaw.  We are still looking for additional committee members.  Please contact Colin if you would like to take up a position, which is just a commitment to join the Zoom meetings every couple of months, but gives you the chance to help shape what HAVOC are doing in the orienteering world.

The first meeting of the new Committee is scheduled as a ZOOM video conference, on Wednesday November 22, 2023.

Last Month’s Review
There was a full schedule of events last month, as the autumn winter season is now in full swing.  We had the first of our winter street O series, hosted by SOS in Witham.  Not many HAVOC attendees for this one – hardly surprising given the truly awful weather on the night.  Heavy rain and strong winds made it a tricky start to the series.  It was good that SOS use waterproof paper for their maps as otherwise they would have disintegrated without a map bag.  Fairly straightforward running through a mixture of estates with a few areas of parkland.  There were a couple of legs that needed close contact with the map to ensure you didn’t get confused with all the streets and alleyways.  I forgot my compass for this one, and ran slightly off bearing across a dark park, which then took me a while to work out what I had done wrong.  To compound that, heading to the final control I forgot to turn right, and only realised about 400m up the road!  Annoying, as without those errors I would have won the event on handicap (mostly due to the non appearance of some of the faster runners, rather than my performance!).

Towards the end of the month we had the Cambridge City race.  I had never run here before, and with them getting permission from 9 colleges and 6 other university areas, it was good to run in some parts of the city that are not normally open to the public.  Some very impressive grounds and buildings – Kings College past the chapel and over the river Cam, which had a punt going under the bridge when I got there, was a particular highlight.  As usual on these bigger races I was nowhere near the top of the table on my course, but I enjoyed my Saturday morning run in the lovely autumn weather (I got round before the rains came later in the day!)

The Kent Night Cup got off to an early start the day after the Witham event.  A hybrid course taking in the steeply sloped Trosley Country Park along with the urban streets and paths of Vigo village.  I foolishly headed off to the park first, got a bit confused when I couldn’t find one control, and then took a while to climb a crossable fence on a steep slope!  So, by the time I had climbed back up to the urban area, I didn’t have enough time left to get to some of the controls, and ended up well down the field.  Slightly better at Maidenbower the following week.  This was all urban, but with quite a few long off road footpaths to break up the street running.  I cut the northern section a bit too short, as by the time I had collected all the southern controls I still had about 10 minutes left but not enough time to go back and get those ones I had left out earlier. It is interesting that the choices you make early on in a score event can come back to affect you later – if I had gone south first then I would have had a better idea of time remaining at the northern section decision points, and could have probably tried for a couple more controls.
Just a couple of other events for me – the Milton Creek country park KOL Saturday event early in the month (where I had to walk the last half as my knee gave way), and the Ewell street O in the evening in the dark.  My knee is still causing me some issues – and I am about 10% slower now than I was even three months ago.  No time to let it rest up fully though, if I am to achieve my 100 events in the year.  I am on 85 now as I write this – although three events this midweek will help me there.

Team HAVOC and Club League
The next couple of scheduled events in the HAVOC league are this month:
	18/11/2023
	Addington Hills
	Night
	LOK

	26/11/2023
	Tunstall
	EAL
	SUFFOC

	           03/12/2023
	Epping NW
	SEL
	CHIG


We did add the Wanstead Park SWELL event though, due to strength of entry.  Mike took 110 points in what is probably the most dominant performance ever – next best was 78 points for Guy.  That win moves Mike up to 4th in the standings, just six points behind joint leaders Paul and Graham.  Andrew slots in in third place, and just behind Mike are Jenny and Garry.  Just 11 points separate the top six places.  We have 27 club members who have entered at least one league event in the season so far, and 20 of those have entered at least 4 events, which is what the scoring is based on so far.
No events in the participation league since the last newsletter, so Colin and Guy continue to lead the way after 22 events,  each having participated in 13, one ahead of Jenny and Zbig.
November sees our local leagues get back underway after the summer break, the SN event at Mytchett in the SE league, on the same day as the SUFFOC event in the EA League (and the HAVOC league) at Tunstall.
The last BOF rankings for October show a few changes for HAVOC.  We have two new entries on the list as Robin Defoe and Chris Brolly both get qualifying runs.  That brings our numbers up to 21.  Chris remains our top ranked runner, just outside the best 400 runners in the country.  Chloe was our most improved this month, up 186 places, and 162 points.  Andrew Welsh also made a big move up the table (140 places) with an increase of 154 points.
This Month’s Highlights
I think it is the most red I have put on a fixture list (other than during the GLOSS series) as we have 7 events of note this month, with three HAVOC events, one SOS in the HAVOC/SOS series, two HAVOC league events and an additional SEL event.  These have all been mentioned above, and are shown in the table of fixtures below, marked out in Bold, red text.
Locally, SOS put on an event at Baddow Ridge and HH continue their Saturday series at Stanborough.  It is the SE Night Champs at Addington Hills, and a week later the Southern Night Champs at Pitbright Ranges.  We have all the normal local leagues continuing with the Kent Night Cup, SLOW Street O, Mole Valley Street O and SLOW night O taking place on midweek nights, and the SO SOG and SAX KOL series continuing at weekends.

Local Fixtures

These are the fixtures in our two regional associations for this month.  This is taken from the BOF website, but please check before travelling to any, in case of last-minute changes.  And, please remember that most events are pre-entry only at the moment, and entries may close early if restricted entry levels are reached.
	Wed 01/11/23
	HAVOC-SOS Street-O Winter Series No.2
	HAVOC
	Noak Bridge, Basildon
	 HAVOC event

	Thu 02/11/23
	Kent night cup 3
	SAX
	Singleton
	 

	Sat 04/11/23
	HH Saturday Series - Stanborough
	HH
	Stanborough
	 

	Sun 05/11/23
	SOS Baddow Ridge
	SOS
	Baddow Ridge
	 

	Sun 12/11/23
	HAVOC SWELL
	HAVOC
	Belhus Woods Country Park
	 HAVOC event, SWELL

	Tue 14/11/23
	SLOW London Street O Series
	SLOW
	Dollis Hill
	 

	Wed 15/11/23
	SOS-HAVOC Midweek Winter3
	SOS
	Moulsham
	 HAVOC/SOS series

	Thu 16/11/23
	Kent night cup 5
	SAX
	Capstone country park
	 

	Sat 18/11/23
	SE Night Champs
	LOK
	Addington Hills
	 HAVOC league

	Sat 18/11/23
	SO - SOG A4
	SO
	Slindon Wood
	 

	Tue 21/11/23
	Mole Winter Series
	MV
	Claygate
	 

	Thu 23/11/23
	Kent night cup 6
	SAX
	Paddock Wood
	 

	Sat 25/11/23
	Southern Night Champs incl the Army & IC Night Champs
	BAOC
	Pirbright Ranges (TBC)
	 

	Sat 25/11/23
	SO - SOG A5
	SO
	Oldhouse Warren
	 

	Sat 25/11/23
	SAX KOL event
	SAX
	Scotney
	 

	Sun 26/11/23
	Tunstall EAL
	SUFFOC
	Tunstall
	 EAL, HAVOC league

	Sun 26/11/23
	SN Trophy
	SN
	Mytchett
	 SEL

	Tue 28/11/23
	SLOW Night O Series
	SLOW
	Wandsworth Common
	 

	Wed 29/11/23
	HAVOC-SOS Street-O Winter Series No.4
	HAVOC
	Fobbing, near Corringham
	 HAVOC event

	Thu 30/11/23
	Kent night cup 7
	SAX
	 
	 

	Sat 02/12/23
	HH Saturday Series - Fairlands
	HH
	Fairlands Valley
	 

	Sun 03/12/23
	CHIG Level B -SEL and SWELL event
	CHIG
	Epping NW
	 SWELL, HAVOC league

	Thu 07/12/23
	Kent night cup 8
	SAX
	Brockhill country park
	 

	Sat 09/12/23
	SO - SOG A6
	SO
	Selhurst, Goodwood
	 

	Sat 09/12/23
	DFOK KOL 4
	DFOK
	Beacon Wood
	 

	Sat 09/12/23
	HH Sprint Champs
	HH
	Enfield Island Village
	 

	Sun 10/12/23
	Shouldham Warren EAL
	NOR
	Shouldham Warren
	 EAL

	Tue 12/12/23
	LOK London Street O Series
	LOK
	London
	 

	Tue 12/12/23
	Mole Winter Series
	MV
	Ashtead
	 

	Wed 13/12/23
	SOS-HAVOC Midweek Winter 5
	SOS
	South Woodham Ferrers
	 HAVOC/SOS series


Links:

HAVOC website

www.orienteering-havoc.co.uk 
HAVOC facebook page
www.facebook.com/pages/Havering-South-Essex-Orienteering-Club/277659605610134 

EAOA website


http://eaoa.org.uk/
SEOA website


https://www.seoa.org.uk/
British Orienteering

www.britishorienteering.org.uk 
Fabian4 (entries)

www.fabian4.co.uk 
Racesignup (entries)

www.racesignup.co.uk
SI Entries (entries)

www.sientries.co.uk
The Orienteering Foundation
www.orienteeringfoundation.org.uk
Street-O style basemaps 
www.openstreetmap.org  

MapRun UK


www.maprun.uk
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