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[bookmark: Chairman]Chairman’s Chat  

The club championships took place last weekend in a wood I've not been to before. It was at Kings Wood, Challock on the North Downs between Faversham and Ashford.  Although a long journey for some of us (thanks for the company Zbig and Jenny), it was worth the visit to this very nice but challenging wood; bluebells everywhere with the sweet aroma to match and the dry, sunny weather helped as well. Due to the location of the woods in the east part of Kent the event did not attract the numbers of competitors it deserved. My run was not covered in glory but some members did exceptionally well. A trip to the Bowl Inn in Charing made a welcome stop before the journey home.

One of our club members, Chloe Fowler, took to the roads of London on the same day to complete the London Marathon for her charity BOSP (Brighter Opportunities for Special People). Well done Chloe, a momentous and memorable effort. You can still donate to the charity at https://www.justgiving.com/page/bospmarathonfundraiser and Chloe has raised £2418 so far. Some of us were able to support a quiz evening hosted by Chloe and Chris, an enjoyable evening and the HAVOC team finished middle of the road!

At Easter, in the early part of April, an intrepid few went to Scotland to brave the weather thrown at them at this year's JK Festival of Orienteering. Well done to them for competing in what looked like tough terrain and conditions. Hopefully there will be no snow at next year's JK in the South East centred around the Guildford area. 

The next two weekends see HAVOC have a chance of promotion to the top division in the SE League.  Not sure we have ever done this before, so let’s get out there and try our best!

May sees the wind down of forest orienteering events and I always view it as the end of the season before the start up again in September. However, there are many events , near and far we can all take part in until then. The HAVOC/SOS summer series during midweek evenings has already started, GLOSS starts up again in June (we can win again and get presented with the new trophy!) and there is a trip to the Lakeland 5 days for those keen on visiting the open fells and a different type of orienteering.

The main event in May is surely the annual club dinner at The Springhouse in Corringham. Please make sure you give details of your intention to come and your choice of menu as soon as possible if you have not already done so. The dinner is heavily subsidised as a way of saying thank you for your help during the orienteering year and of course there is the presentation of trophies and medals for the winners of the various competitions!

I hope to see as many of you there as possible to enjoy the food and conversation.

Graham Batty


[bookmark: Captain]Captain’s Corner  

The major fixtures for HAVOC come thick and fast at this time of the year.  First up, over the next two weekends are the final two events in the SE League.  We are one point behind LOK in the race for the second promotion place.  With similar sized teams competing on Bank Holiday Monday in Winterfold, it could come down to the final race at the Sunney Sussex weekend.  Please try to get to the events if you can.

Then, of course, next month we start our title defence in the GLOSS series.  There are loads of opportunities to bag BOF ranking points before the handicaps for GLOSS are determined, so if you need to make sure you have two rankings before then, then please try to get to some of the marked events on the list below.

I haven’t had much time to devote to BOF training or other captain type activities, as I have been planning the finale for the summer series at Dagnam Park, looking at options for the twilight series, considering venues for a potential HAVOC urban event, and starting to look at a couple of different possibilities for our Kent Night Cup event next season.  Yes, they have asked us to host an event next season – a chance for you all to try night orienteering in a local area!

David Float



[bookmark: ClubChamps]Club Championships

The sun shone on our club champs at King’s Wood in Kent on the last weekend of April.  Annoying clash with the London Marathon which cost a few members the chance of grabbing championship honours for the year, but with a number of local clubs cutting back their fixture list, and April always being a bit light on fixtures due to the JK, this was the best race we could come up with.  Would be interested to hear your thoughts on whether we should move the championships to another part of the year where the fixtures might be more plentiful, but then presentation of trophies at the club dinner may be more problematical!  In the end, we had 15 members battling it out for the various trophies on offer.  We had some great runs (not including mine!) and the forest was lovely.  There were thousands of bluebells, making the controls sometimes hard to spot.  The weather was fantastic too – sunny and warm.  Fastest time per km, and taking the men’s open trophy, was Ted Coday.  He ran the toughest course on the day, and had an excellent run.  Just pipped for the open title, but taking the men’s handicap was Guy Lidbury.  He won the Blue course on the day.  The women’s championship only had one competitor, so Jenny, who had a good run on the Green course takes the Open trophy, and the handicap title is not awarded this year.  We had five juniors running, all on different courses.  Charlie Maule Lidbury had the best run on the day, getting an excellent result on Blue.  His brother, Hugo, got HAVOC’s best time on the Green course, but was just pipped on time per km, even if you make an adjustment for age by Charlie.  For the girls, Olivia Muggeridge ran white, her sister Sienna, Yellow, and Amelie Maule-Lidbury, Orange.  They all completed their respective courses.  The captain’s decision for best performance on the day goes to Amelie, who had the better time on shared legs with Sienna.  Trophies will be presented at the club dinner, later this month.

Club Dinner

Fast approaching is the Club Dinner and Presentation evening.  

Venue: The Springhouse, Springhouse Road, Corringham, SS17 7QT
Date: Saturday 16th May
Time: 7.30 for 8pm

The menu, and schedule for the evening is on the website, and has been circulated by Graham.  Please respond to him to secure your space, and make your menu choices.  

Amongst other things this is an opportunity for the club to say “Thank You” to the officials and volunteers who help to make all our events such a success, so will be partially funded by the club.  As usual, alongside the dinner, we hope to have a roundup of the year from our Club Chairman, presentation of awards and medals from the various club competitions held during the year, and a raffle.

Hope you can all make it.



Our Next Events

Our next forest event will be at Dagnam Park, in the GLOSS series, in July.  More details of that nearer the time, but don’t forget that the GLOSS trophy has been ours for the last nine years, so this event will be an important part of us retaining it!  

We are actually going to be using the area the following midweek as well, as it will play host to parts of the course for the finale of the HAVOC/SOS summer series.  I did a site visit of the woods a couple of weeks ago, and they are looking fantastic – very runnable, and with excellent sight lines.  There are some interesting features as well – an ancient moat and an archeological dig may be seen on the way round depending on your course and route!  This event will be a mass start line, so a chance for some head to head racing, but with some butterfly lops to ensure you just can’t follow the person in front!  

We have a few fixtures in the series ahead of that finale.  Dale hosted the first of those, at Writtle, then we have Seb’s race at Belhus Woods, and Simon’s at Langdon Hills.  Entries can be made on Racesignup, and the races themselves are based on MapRun software, so we don’t have to worry about physical controls, and you can instantly compare route choices and leg times with other finishers straight after the run.
Volunteer planners and organisers, or people to assist with course planning or organising, are always welcome for the street orienteering and forest orienteering events.  Please contact the club secretary, Colin Jackson (secretary@orienteering-havoc.co.uk ) for more information or to volunteer. 

[bookmark: Growingtheclub]Growing the club

[bookmark: Localseries]Thanks for the feedback from last month’s section on growing the club.  We have some ideas, and will look to implement them in the coming months.  Hopefully, we can start to gain new members and secure the future of the club.  There are plenty of little things you can do to help.  Some are:
· Utilize your social media networks, groups and boards to publicise HAVOC events and activities
· Encourage friends who might not be orienteers to try out the various events and activities we have – there are potentials for exploring and walking, not just running – we have Permanent orienteering courses, with short courses for newcomers, or MapRun score courses that can form a base for urban exploration for example.
· Identify opportunities for spreading the orienteering word to local groups you are part of – could a local sports group club night you are part of be open to an orienteering take over, or could you leave some flyers or posters at your local library or gym?
All of these things can help to promote the club, get the orienteering message out to people who might not hear it otherwise, but would like to be a part of it.


Last Month’s Review
[bookmark: SEL][bookmark: Thorndon]
Just like March, with the British Champs, April starts with the JK orienteering festival.  There are pretty much no orienteering events other than the JK, so on a local scene, April started slowly for me.  It wasn’t until the urban race in Cambridge that I had my first event.  This was a WAOC event, so wasn’t quite as interesting as the CUOC events, in the city!  Based at the Centre for Mathematics, it did feature some tricky urban running, between the various university buildings, including a couple of observatories.  It was going quite well for me, I just made a couple of minor errors, and then we came to the over 1km run to get to the event centre and the multi-level finish.  The map in this part seemed accurate, but one of the fence gaps was so small, it looked (to my old eyes!) as though it wasn’t there, and there was no way to get to the control!  I ended up on the wrong level, saw the control below me, but had quite a long run round to get to where I needed to be.  Three minutes lost, and with the ranking points being about 12 per minute, my good score evaporated!

Three events in three days were next up, starting with an urban event in Tottenham.  I didn’t feel like I ran that well but didn’t make any major errors, and must have planned a decent route.  I did drop some time on a couple of controls – I ran straight past one before realizing what I was looking for, and then not seeing a clue that was right near the ground for a minute or so, cost me one extra control at the end, but I was generally happy with the result.

Our summer series started the following night in Great Notley. A nice mix of street and park running – the hill about half way round was a bit of a killer, but I managed to avoid trying to crash through the thick edges this time.  A bit of a hidden control on the map right at the end caught some out, so we had to amend the penalty for a missed control for that one.  Good to see the timed out road crossing working well on MapRun – that is the first time I have set up an event with a timed out leg.

The first of the trail series by SAX was next up.  This one in Denge wood, near Whitstable.  It is billed as a street O in off road terrain.  Whereas last year this was the case, there was a bit more off path running on this course.  I thought I had misjudged it at the end, but just found a control in a depression in the middle of a forest block in time, and got to the finish with 12 seconds to spare!  There are no controls obviously, as the is a MapRun event, so it is a bit of a lottery in the middle of the forest trying to find that control “beep”, but mostly they are on paths etc, so are slightly more obvious you are in the correct place.

Another event down in the same are on the Saturday – this one at Clowes Wood.  This was mapped earlier in the year for a Kent Night Cup, and this was the first daytime event.  Interesting that it felt completely different in the day to the night, and I only recognized a couple of bits!  The course perhaps had a few too many legs that required running up and down the same track, but mostly it was quite good.

Back to the streets, in Worcester Park, for the final MV street O of the winter series midweek.  This one had a double sided map – 1:10,1000 on one side and then a 1:4,000 pseudo map on the other, of a specific area.  This was nice although I found I didn’t really turn over – just relying on the normal OpenStreetMap for the course.  There was a slight issue as well – one of the controls was in a hedged area, which on the detailed map was bordered by out of bounds all the way round!  The start finish was in the middle of the map, but luckily running past on the other side of the road didn’t trigger an early finish, and I was able to grab an extra 80 points in the last few minutes.

I had a torrid time in King’s Wood for the club champs.  A couple of minor errors early on, I was then running ok, until I made a slight misread of my compass and ended up well off course as I was running near some brown course runners who were obviously going to a different control!  Took me a long while to work out the error I had made, and by the time I was back on track my challenge was over!  At least I finished, and secured a nice low ranking score to reduce my handicap for GLOSS!

Final event of the month was our first summer street O in Writtle.  Lovely little village – most of the streets were quiet, so there was little traffic.  I don’t know if it was the map scale, but most people seemed to come back over five minutes early on this score event, but no-one managed to get all the controls.  A nice event though, and a good start to our series.


[bookmark: MapRun]Team HAVOC and Club League

Here we go then.  Two events, one club to be promoted alongside SAX.  It is down to LOK or us.  We are one point behind.  Can we get to the first division for the first time in our history?  if you can run, please try to turn out to either or both of those last two events:

	04/05/2026
	SLOW
	Winterfold

	10/05/2026
	SO
	Charlton


We have a similar number of runners in that Winterfold race as LOK currently, so it is going to be close!  

It’s back to a one event lead for Colin in the participation league, as Mike gets two events back at the Midlands and Middle champs.

The HAVOC league concludes with Mike getting a full score of 1400 points.  He therefore takes the men’s title, 20 points clear of Paul in second.  Jenny retains her women’s league title, ahead of Gillian and Chloe.  Closest was the junior league, this year won by Charlie Maule-Lidbury, just ahead of his brother, Hugo.  Full results in the spreadsheet.

In the BOF rankings, Charlie Maule-Lidbury moves into the top four in the club, with a superb score at the JK Long day.  Colin moves to within 16 points of Zbig in 7th.  Ted moves to the top of the urban league to make it a clean sweep of forest, urban and combined top spots in the club.


This Month’s Highlights

Loads of events in May, as the summer season begins to ramp up.  Thirty different events on nineteen distinct dates in the local two regions.  There are at least 10 local chances for BOF ranking points, to get your GLOSS handicap in shape ready for the series.  The first two weekends of the month are critical to HAVOC’s chances in the SE League, as we fight for promotion.  The other events highlighted this month are in our joint series with SOS – an SOS event at Danbury, and then our event at South Ockendon/Belhus Wood.  Two big event weekends, with the Sunny Sussex event having three events, and then the Canterbury Urban festival with three events over three days later in the month.


[bookmark: Fixtures]Local Fixtures

These are the fixtures in our two regional associations for this month.  This is taken from the BOF website, but please check before travelling to any, in case of last-minute changes.  And, please remember that most events are pre-entry only at the moment, and entries may close early if restricted entry levels are reached.

	Sat 02/05/26
	DFOK Come and Try It
	DFOK
	Leybourne Lakes
	 

	Sat 02/05/26
	HH Saturday Series Chipperfield
	HH
	Chipperfield Common
	 

	Mon 04/05/26
	OK Nuts Trophy - Winterfold (SE League)
	SLOW
	Winterfold
	 BOF Ranking event

SE League

	Tue 05/05/26
	HH Street-O - Watford
	HH
	Watford
	 

	Thu 07/05/26
	Summer MapRun League, Aspley Heath (Woburn Road Layby)
	SMOC
	Milton Keynes
	 

	Sat 09/05/26
	SO Sunny Sussex Weekend Middle - Friston Forest central / east
	SO
	Friston Forest central / east
	 BOF Ranking event

	Sat 09/05/26
	SO Sunny Sussex Weekend Evening Sprint - Sovereign Harbour, Eastbourne (SEOUL status confirmed)
	SO
	Sovereign Harbour, Eastbourne
	 BOF Ranking event

	Sun 10/05/26
	Chelmsford Urban EA League
	SOS
	Chelmsford
	 BOF Ranking event

	Sun 10/05/26
	SO Sunny Sussex Weekend National event / SE League - Friston Forest North / central
	SO
	Friston Forest north / central
	 BOF Ranking event

SE League

	Tue 12/05/26
	London Street-O Series
	SLOW
	Finsbury Park
	 

	Tue 12/05/26
	HH Street-O - London Colney
	HH
	London Colney
	 

	Wed 13/05/26
	Essex mid-week Summer Series 3
	SOS
	Danbury
	 HAVOC/SOS series

	Wed 13/05/26
	2025-2026 MapRun League - Petersfield and Romsey North
	WAOC
	Cambridge
	 

	Thu 14/05/26
	SAX The Triangular Trail Series 3
	SAX
	Clowes Wood
	 

	Sat 16/05/26
	Park-O Coldhams Common
	WAOC
	Coldhams Common
	 

	Sat 16/05/26
	DFOK KOL
	DFOK
	Shooters Hill Woods
	 

	Sat 16/05/26
	SO SOG S8 - Selhurst Park, Goodwood
	SO
	Selhurst Park
	 

	Sun 17/05/26
	Sudbury Urban
	SUFFOC
	Sudbury
	 BOF Ranking event

	Sun 17/05/26
	GO Regional, WOW and Yvette Baker Trophy Heat
	GO
	Farley Heath
	 BOF Ranking event

	Tue 19/05/26
	LOK Park Race
	LOK
	Finsbury Park
	 

	Tue 19/05/26
	HH Street-O - St Albans (TBC)
	HH
	St Albans
	 

	Fri 22/05/26
	Canterbury City Race Euro Tour - Prologue
	SAX
	Canterbury East
	 BOF Ranking event

	Sat 23/05/26
	Canterbury City Race, City Race Euro Tour, UKUL
	SAX
	Canterbury
	 BOF Ranking event

	Sun 24/05/26
	CRET weekend and SE Sprints
	DFOK
	University of Kent, Canterbury
	 BOF Ranking event

	Tue 26/05/26
	HH Street-O - Stevenage East (TBC)
	HH
	Stevenage
	 

	Tue 26/05/26
	TBC - London Park Series
	SLOW
	TBC
	 

	Wed 27/05/26
	Essex Summer Midweek Series 2026 No.4
	HAVOC
	Royal Oak pub, South Ockendon
	 HAVOC event

	Thu 28/05/26
	SAX The Triangular Trail Series 4
	SAX
	Perry Wood
	 

	Sat 30/05/26
	DFOK Come and Try It
	DFOK
	Danson Park
	 

	Sat 30/05/26
	SO Park-O 1, Preston Park, Brighton
	SO
	Preston Park
	 

	Tue 02/06/26
	MV Park Race
	MV
	Nonsuch Park
	 

	Tue 02/06/26
	SO Run Sussex 1 - Brighton
	SO
	Brighton
	 

	Tue 02/06/26
	HH Street-O - Baldock
	HH
	Baldock
	 

	Thu 04/06/26
	Summer MapRun League, Aspley Heath (Bow Brickhill)
	SMOC
	Milton Keynes
	 

	Sat 06/06/26
	SAX Summer Saturday Series 1
	SAX
	Mote Park
	 

	Sat 06/06/26
	HH Saturday Series - Highfield Park
	HH
	Highfield Park
	 

	Sat 06/06/26
	SO Park-O 2 - Bedelands Farm, Burgess Hill (followed by AGM)
	SO
	Bedelands Farm
	 

	Sun 07/06/26
	Bowthorpe Urban
	NOR
	Bowthorpe
	 BOF Ranking event

	Tue 09/06/26
	SO Run Sussex 2 - North Portslade
	SO
	Portslade
	 

	Tue 09/06/26
	HH Street-O - Panshanger (TBC)
	HH
	Welwyn Garden City
	 

	Tue 09/06/26
	Peckham Rye - London Park Series
	SLOW
	Nunhead / Peckham
	 

	Wed 10/06/26
	Essex mid-week Summer Series 5
	SOS
	Chelmsford
	 HAVOC/SOS series

	Thu 11/06/26
	SAX The Triangular Trail Series 5
	SAX
	Stelling Minnis
	 

	Sat 13/06/26
	Eaton Urban Sprint and Score - Summer event
	NOR
	Norwich
	 

	Sat 13/06/26
	DFOK Come and Try It
	DFOK
	Lullingstone Country Park
	 

	Sat 13/06/26
	SO Park-O 3 - Brooklands Park, Lancing
	SO
	Brooklands Park
	 

	Sun 14/06/26
	Baddow Ridge SOS Colour Coded & EA League
	SOS
	Danbury
	 BOF Ranking event

EA League




Links:
HAVOC website		www.orienteering-havoc.co.uk 
HAVOC facebook page	www.facebook.com/pages/Havering-South-Essex-Orienteering-Club/277659605610134 
EAOA website			http://eaoa.org.uk/
SEOA website			https://www.seoa.org.uk/
British Orienteering		www.britishorienteering.org.uk 
Fabian4 (entries)		www.fabian4.co.uk 
Racesignup (entries)		www.racesignup.co.uk
SI Entries (entries)		www.sientries.co.uk
The Orienteering Foundation	www.orienteeringfoundation.org.uk
Street-O style basemaps 	www.openstreetmap.org  
MapRun UK			www.maprun.uk
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