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In this month’s newsletter

Chairman’s Chat – Colin’s Chairman’s Chat.
Club Dinner details

GLOSS series approaching
Fixtures for May
Chairman’s Chat  

For me April was dominated by 2 main events, a trip to the Lake District at the start of the month to run at the JK, and then our own forest event at Thorndon South towards the end of the month.

The JK was a great event held in beautiful sunshine, with long challenging courses, in tricky contoured woodland.  Unfortunately, on both days I ran, I messed up a couple of legs after making a good start, and once you’d lost touch with the map in such complex areas, it was really hard to relocate.  I did enjoy my runs however, and one of the good things of going to such big events with spectator areas and PA systems, is seeing the top Orienteers runners compete – let’s just say they run incredibly fast over terrain (from the M/W10’s up to M/W80’s) !

Only 3 HAVOC’s had made the long journey up to the JK, and credit must go to Chris Prince who ran M21 E on all 3 days, with a really good run on the Day 1 Sprint, and some great perseverance on the final day with a time over 4 hours !

The next weekend saw Chig’s event at Epping SE, a small but challenging area, with relatively fast running.  By this time the woods were wet and muddy, but 12 HAVOC competitors enjoyed their runs, and some refreshments afterwards at the Victoria Tavern.

Last weekend was our HAVOC event at Thorndon South.  Paul Beckett had done a lot of work remapping the area, which has improved over recent years, and planned some good courses which people seemed to be enjoy, despite the mud and rain.  We had a good turnout of 141 competitors, despite the rain, and it was great to see so many HAVOC runners – 23 (incl. officials).  Thanks to everyone who helped put on this event, and worked in the rain without a moan !

Finally, last Wednesday saw the first event in our Summer Street ‘O’ series with SOS, at Whitmore Park in Basildon.  Chris Prince had set some good courses starting from the Jolly Friars pub, and 7 HAVOC competitors took part, with Paul Beckett winning the long course.

Looking forward, I’ll be on holiday for the next 2 weekends although there look to be good events south of the river each Sunday.  After that we can look forward to the HAVOC Club dinner in mid May, which is always a good social event, where we’ll celebrate 50 years of HAVOC, and present the trophies to our new club Champions.

A few members may be going to the Springtime in Shropshire event over the May bank holiday weekend, and then we’ll soon be into the key GLOSS interclub competition in June/July (where HAVOC are defending the London Bus trophy for the 5th year in a row), followed by the Scottish 6 Days orienteering event in August (which 15 HAVOC’s have already entered), and then holding our 50th Anniversary event at Epping SW in early October.    

That’s all for now, stay healthy and enjoy your Orienteering,

Colin Jackson

Our Next Events
Our next forest event is our 50th anniversary event at Epping South West on Sun 1st October 2023.  This will be an East Anglian League event, and in the SWELL.  Ahead of that, we have our summer series of evening street O events, the next being planned by Paul, at Doddinghurst on 25th May.  You will have the option of doing this after the event evening, using the MapRun software, although there is a series bonus for attending on the night.
Volunteer planners and organisers, or people to assist with course planning or organising, are always welcome for the street orienteering and forest orienteering events.  Please contact the club secretary, Paul Beckett (secretary@orienteering-havoc.co.uk ) for more information or to volunteer.  

Other News
Our 50th anniversary club dinner has been scheduled for Saturday 20th May.   We have a bumper turnout for the event which will hopefully include the usual attractions of presentation of the HAVOC Champions with their trophies/medals, free raffle/lucky dip and the speech from our Chair.
The GLOSS series is fast approaching.  There are now just seven weeks to go until the first event.  In a couple of small switches to the schedule LOK and DFOK have swapped dates, and the HH event has moved to the Saturday, which is great news for us as it now no longer clashes with the SOS EAL event on the Sunday.  I have written a full preview of the series, covering rules, runners, events and a commentary.  I have attached this separately to the email, so that it is not published on our website!
The main order of club shirts has arrived, so if you haven’t picked up yours from Chris yet, then hopefully you will be able to arrange that soon.  The smaller full mesh shirt order is due towards the end of May, so we should have those available by the time we get to the GLOSS series!
Last Month’s Review
After the full on March, things calmed down a little on the local orienteering scene in April.  Nationally we had the JK obviously, and this was attended by Chris Prince and Mike Muggeridge for the sprint event, and then joined by Colin Jackson for the Middle and Long distance events.   That long distance course looked pretty tricky!  Chris was out there for over 4 hours but still got a Bronze award.  Well done all of you for flying the flag for HAVOC up in the Lakes.
Closer to home, and our SWELL series for 2022/23 ended with two rounds – CHIG at Epping SE and HAVOC at Thorndon South.  The final results have yet to be announced, but, as a club, going into that final round, as a club we had three winners confirmed, and another course leader.  We also had the leader in the Adult League, so it should make good reading for HAVOC when the final results for this season are published.  Look out for next season’s event schedule, starting in the autumn.
That final SWELL event, was obviously our first forest event of the year, this time at Thorndon South.  The forest has improved nicely over the last few years, and Paul made the best use of area to put a good set of courses together.  The weather might have been terrible, and some of the underfoot conditions were very muddy and wet, but the turnout was very good – the Blue course selling out a couple of days before the event, and a good number of on the day entries, bringing the overall total up to 137 runs on the day.  Thanks as always to the officials, Paul, Colin and Graham, and all the HAVOC helpers on the day, ensuring the event ran smoothly, and without whom there would be no orienteering.
Three days later, and we had the first of our summer events, based at a pub in Basildon.  Chris Prince had planned a good couple of courses, which combined street running with parks, and the long course even had some climb using footbridges over the dual carriageways.  We again ran this event using the MapRun software.  However, there seemed to be some gremlins in the GPS system, with a few people not able to get the software to get a GPS fix, or not seeing the start registering.  Even once people had started satellite coverage seemed to be patchy, dropping signals at certain points during people’s runs, or showing people a little off their actual position.  Luckily we were able to recreate correct traces for runners, so it didn’t cause any issues, and there is always the backup of recording fire hydrant numbers for runners instead of relying on the software.  A bit odd though – that is pretty much the first time in 130 or so MapRuns that I have experienced problems with the system.  I don’t think it will ever replace traditional orienteering methods of control kites and dibbers, but it does have some benefits in being able to see and compare people’s routes immediately after the run.
There were a few other local events that, as a club, we got to.  This included events in the Kent Orienteering League, the MV winter league, the SLOW street O series, and the HH Saturday Series.  HH also started their summer series of weekly MapRun based events every Tuesday evenings, 
Team HAVOC and Club League
There are just three weeks to go in the HAVOC league for this season.  All of the scheduled events have now taken place, the long trip to Dereham (which replaced the closer urban event scheduled for the same day) didn’t attract any HAVOCs.  So, we now look to the full 14 events scoring for the league table.  It couldn’t be closer!  Mike Muggeridge, the defending champ, completed his 14 top scores at the EA Champs back in February.  However, Paul Beckett, has been closing in on that maximum score as well, and with two wins and a planned event this month, makes it 14 top scores as well.  So, it goes down to a tiebreak, which is overall score in the competition in total.  As I write this, Mike has 27 runs for 2807 points, and Paul 28 runs for 2907 points.  So, it will depend on how many events get added to the schedule in the next three weeks, and if Paul or Mike score in them.  We will announce the final results at the club dinner.
A little more straightforward in the Participation League, where there are three events left this season, and Mike holds a three event lead over Colin.  So, it looks like Mike, unbeaten in this league over the last seven years will retain his title.
The SE League event later in April didn’t take place, so just the one event left in that league this year.  Looks like HAVOC will finish 5th in the league this year.
As mentioned earlier, the potential clash between the next EAL event (SOS – Writtle) and the GLOSS event by HH, looks to have been avoided as HH will now hold their event at Moneyhole on the Saturday.  So, we can put all our resources into trying to reclaim the EA Champion Club trophy we narrowly lost last year, whilst still able to try to retain the GLOSS series trophy as well.

The latest BOF rankings have seen two high risers for HAVOC – Simon Fowler and Andrew Welsh.  Chris Prince remains our top ranked runner. 
This Month’s Highlights
The local evening Street O series, put on jointly by SOS and HAVOC continues this month, with three events – Chelmsford and Colchester by SOS and Doddinghurst by HAVOC.  The weekly series from HH continues on Tuesday nights.  There is a UKOL urban weekend later in the month with events at Sudbury (SUFFOC) and Harwich (SOS).  The annual Park Race series starts with a LOK event towards the end of the month.    Other than that UKOL urban weekend, there doesn’t seem to be many other large scale weekend events this month in either the EAL or the SEL.
Local Fixtures

These are the fixtures in our two regional associations for this month.  This is taken from the BOF website, but please check before travelling to any, in case of last-minute changes.  And, please remember that most events are pre-entry only at the moment, and entries may close early if restricted entry levels are reached.
	Tue 02/05/23
	HH Street O - Kings Langley
	HH
	Kings Langley
	 

	Sun 07/05/23
	SAX local event
	SAX
	Ightham
	 

	Mon 08/05/23
	HH Saturday Series - Cassiobury - note date change to Monday
	HH
	Cassiobury
	 

	Tue 09/05/23
	SLOW London Street O
	SLOW
	Tooting
	 

	Tue 09/05/23
	HH Street O - Hatfield South
	HH
	Hatfield South
	 

	Wed 10/05/23
	Chelmsford
	SOS
	Admiral’s Park, Chelmsford
	HAVOC/SOS Summer Series

	Sat 13/05/23
	GO Local event
	GO
	St Marthas
	 

	Sun 14/05/23
	Ipswich O Chantry Park
	SUFFOC
	Chantry Park
	 

	Sun 14/05/23
	Keyne-O 2 - Caldecotte Lake
	SMOC
	Caldecotte Lake
	 

	Sun 14/05/23
	SO SE League - Eartham Wood, Slindon, near Arundel
	SO
	Eartham Wood
	 SE League

	Tue 16/05/23
	HH Street O - Garston (Watford)
	HH
	Garston, Watford
	 

	Wed 17/05/23
	Summer Map Run Series 2023
	WAOC
	Over
	 

	Sat 20/05/23
	Sudbury Urban (UKOL)
	SUFFOC
	Sudbury
	 

	Sat 20/05/23
	SO SOG S8 - Great Wildgoose Wood, Turners Hill / East Grinstead
	SO
	Great Wildgoose Wood
	 

	Sat 20/05/23
	SN Local Event
	SN
	Woking Park
	 

	Sun 21/05/23
	Harwich Urban (UKOL)
	SOS
	Harwich
	 

	Tue 23/05/23
	LOK - London Summer Series
	LOK
	Highgate Wood and Queens Wood (tbc)
	 

	Tue 23/05/23
	HH Street O - Welham Green
	HH
	Welham Green
	 

	Thu 25/05/23
	HAVOC-SOS Summer Series: Event No.3 Doddinghurst, Essex
	HAVOC
	Doddinghurst, Essex
	 HAVOC event

	Sat 27/05/23
	KOL 10
	SAX
	Betteshanger Country Park
	 

	Tue 30/05/23
	London Park Series
	SLOW
	Waterloo Parks
	 

	Tue 30/05/23
	HH Street O Series
	HH
	tba
	 

	Wed 31/05/23
	Colchester
	SOS
	Colchester
	HAVOC/SOS summer series

	Wed 31/05/23
	Summer Map Run Series 2023
	WAOC
	Comberton
	 

	Sat 03/06/23
	HH Saturday Series - Highfield Park
	HH
	Highfield Park
	 

	Sat 03/06/23
	DFOK Come and Try It event
	DFOK
	Lullingstone Country Park
	 

	Sun 04/06/23
	NOR Summer Series 1
	NOR
	Catton Park
	 

	Sun 04/06/23
	SO Regional Event - Capite Wood, Ashington
	SO
	Capite Wood, Ashington
	 

	Tue 06/06/23
	London Park Series
	SLOW
	Gunnersbury Park
	 

	Tue 06/06/23
	HH Street O Series
	HH
	tba
	 

	Sat 10/06/23
	Ipswich O Christchurch Park
	SUFFOC
	Christchurch Park
	 

	Sat 10/06/23
	Park-O Cherry Hinton Hall
	WAOC
	Cherry Hinton Hall Park
	 

	Sat 10/06/23
	Kent Junior O Festival
	DFOK
	Leybourne Lakes
	 

	Sun 11/06/23
	SE Sprint Championships
	SLOW
	Ham
	 

	Tue 13/06/23
	LOK - London Summer Series
	LOK
	Lordship Lane and Downhills Park (tbc)
	 

	Tue 13/06/23
	HH Street O - Harpenden West
	HH
	Harpenden
	 

	Wed 14/06/23
	HAVOC-SOS Summer Series: Event No.5 Leigh on Sea, Essex
	HAVOC
	Leigh on Sea, Essex
	 HAVOC event


Links:

HAVOC website

www.orienteering-havoc.co.uk 
HAVOC facebook page
www.facebook.com/pages/Havering-South-Essex-Orienteering-Club/277659605610134 

EAOA website


http://eaoa.org.uk/
SEOA website


https://www.seoa.org.uk/
British Orienteering

www.britishorienteering.org.uk 
Fabian4 (entries)

www.fabian4.co.uk 
Racesignup (entries)

www.racesignup.co.uk
The Orienteering Foundation
www.orienteeringfoundation.org.uk
Street-O style basemaps 
www.openstreetmap.org  

MapRun UK


www.maprun.uk
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