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In this month’s newsletter

Chairman’s Chat – Colin’s Chairman’s Chat.
Successful Club Dinner held
GLOSS series approaching
Fixtures for June
Chairman’s Chat  

I’m writing this just after returning from the Springtime in Shropshire event over the bank holiday weekend, and then the SOS Street ‘O’ event last night at Witham.  For me May was a much quieter Orienteerng month than usual, as I was away on vacation for 10 days, just getting back in time for the HAVOC Club Dinner.

It was great to see so many HAVOC members at the Club Dinner (27 attendees), including a few new faces.  It was a good social occasion, meeting members and their families, without our ‘O’ gear, and celebrating this year’s Club Champions, and HAVOC’s 50th Anniversary.   I think everyone seemed to enjoy their meal and drinks, although unfortunately I wasn’t well, and ended up having to make the Chairman’s speech while sober !  I hope that didn’t spoil the evening for people -- only our younger members seemed to be sleeping during the speech!  Thanks to Chris Shaw for organising another successful dinner.

A few days later saw the poorly advertised Epping East Quad match.  The event is apparently meant to be an interclub competition between HAVOC, CHIG, WAOC and CUOC, but ended up being a great little event on a sunny evening, in one of the best areas of Epping.  Only 5 HAVOC’s made it to the event, but I managed one of my better Epping runs, as careful navigation was more important than outright running speed.

The next night was our Street ‘O’ event at Doddinghurst, and Paul Beckett had planned some good courses on a warm summer evening.  There was a good turnout of 28 competitors, with 7 HAVOC runners.

Last weekend I went to the Springtime in Shropshire Orienteering event with Guy, Charlie and Amelie.  8 HAVOC’s made the long journey enjoying the peaceful Shropshire countryside.  The first day was the Midland Champs and I thought I navigated pretty well on a long Blue course with lots of climb, and let’s just say on the second day my navigation wasn’t so good!  There were no HAVOC Midland Champs this year, although Amelie Maule-Lidbury did win the White course.

Looking forward, I’ll be at a family wedding next weekend, but then we’ll soon be into the key GLOSS interclub competition in June/July, where HAVOC are defending the London Bus trophy for the 5th year in a row.  This year is likely to be a really close battle, so watch out for the rallying notes from Guy and David, and try to get to as many events as you can.  I’m sure we can arrange lifts for anyone who’d like to share a car.  Over the summer we can look forward to the Scottish 6 Days orienteering event in August (which 15 HAVOC’s have already entered), and then holding our 50th Anniversary event at Epping SW in early October.    

That’s all for now, stay healthy and enjoy your Orienteering,

Colin Jackson

Our Next Events
Our next forest event is our 50th anniversary event at Epping South West on Sun 1st October 2023.  This will be an East Anglian League event, and in the SWELL.  It will be our 50th anniversary event, and we hope to provide a memento of the occasion to participants,  
Ahead of that, we have our summer series of evening street O events, the next being the Leigh on Sea event on June 14th. There is a bit of climb in this one, some nice views over the Thames estuary and out to the Isles of Sheppy and Grain, and about 40% off road running thorough the parks and footpaths in the area.  You will also be tempted to stop at one of the quay-front pubs on the way past!  As usual, you will have the option of doing this after the event evening, using the MapRun software, although there is a series bonus for attending on the night.
Volunteer planners and organisers, or people to assist with course planning or organising, are always welcome for the street orienteering and forest orienteering events.  Please contact the club secretary, Paul Beckett (secretary@orienteering-havoc.co.uk ) for more information or to volunteer.  

Other News
We held our 50th anniversary club dinner on Saturday 20th May.   We had a bumper turnout for the event which included the usual attractions of presentation of the HAVOC Champions with their trophies/medals, free raffle/lucky dip and the speech from our Chair, this time covering the 50 years of history of HAVOC, as well as the more recent summary of the year, and a rallying call for the next GLOSS series.  Of course, we also had dinner and drinks and a good evening was had by all I think.
The GLOSS series starts this month. You will have seen the full preview I sent out with last month’s newsletter, and we are now into the final countdown with events starting mid June and running through to near the end of July.  The third event, HH, is being moved from Moneyhole Park, as this venue is no longer available.  New venue not yet announced.  The final LOK event has been finalised, and is at Hampstead Heath.  As I mentioned before, we need as many of you to get to as many of the events as you can, so that we stand a chance of retaining the trophy we have won the last five times. Look out for rallying calls from Guy in the week ahead of each event.    Entries for the first two events (CHIG and DFOK) are now open.
The order of full mesh shirts has arrived, and I have transferred to members who ordered one.  That completes our ordering for this round, but if you want a club shirt then let me know so I can collate ready for next time we place an order. 

Last Month’s Review
May is always a bit of a transition month for orienteering, as we have had the main national events with the JK and the British Championships earlier in the year, and some of the summer series have yet to start.
The SWELL final standings were announced and HAVOC took four of the colour coded courses and the men’s adult league.  Well done to Amelie Maule-Lidbury (White), Hugo Maule-Lidbury (Yellow), Charlie Maule-Lidbury (L Green), David Float (Blue, and Men’s Adult League).
We held our second event in the summer street O league, this time an event at Doddinghurst, planned and organized by Paul Beckett.  The courses took in a fair amount of off road running, making use of footpaths and open spaces.  A couple of people experienced a few problems with MapRun again.  Normally the way to get the phone to work properly is to do a soft reset on it, which forces the location software to restart.  Occasionally the tracks are a little off (seems to always be about 30m north) but we can sort that out in the events after the run.  So, the key is that if you are pretty sure you are in the right place then carry on running and worry about it later.  If you manually note down the control answer anyway then there is never a problem,  This event came on the back of the Chelmsford Admirals and Central Park event from SOS.  This was exclusively in the parks, and had pin punching as a throwback to how orienteering used to be before SIAC!  There was a thought that we would have master maps as well, to manually copy onto blank base maps to complete the vintage feel of the event, but the weather put paid to that idea as it threatened to rain.  I haven’t pin punched for so long I was obviously well out of practice of how to avoid the map getting in the way when trying to find the correct box to put the pin punch in!  I lost a fair amount of time in the actual punching part of the run – but I presume I wasn’t alone here!  There was one more event in May in this series – Witham, hosted by SOS.  Some nice bits to this area, mostly on street, but with a few paths and parks to break it up.  Five HAVOCs had a run on what was a warm, but largely overcast, evening.
The park O series also started up in May.  This takes place on Tuesday evenings, in the light, in parks around London and is co-hosted by SLOW, LOK, CHIG and MV.  The first event was up in Highgate Wood – not strictly a park, it was completely under tree cover, but a nice evening run round the woods.  The second event was at Gunnersbury Park, West London, site of the fourth round of the GLOSS series last year.  I may have mis punched last year, but at least I got round on this one!  There are some fast runners in this series though, and I finished well down the field even with a reasonably clean run.  The events so far are attracting about 100 runners each week.  Tuesday evenings also see HH host a regular event.  These are based on MapRun, and mostly on street – I haven’t made any of them yet, as they are more in the Western parts of HH territory, but hopefully as the summer approaches I will get to a few.

Late on in the month, SOS and SUFFOC hosted a joint urban “festival”, at Sudbury and Harwich.  Chris Prince was our only competitor there.  These events seemed to be in pretty much all competitions – UKOL, UK Urban, SEUOL, EA Urban!  One control on the second day seems to have caused some issues – in a dark tunnel making it difficult to see!
We also had our annual quad match against CHIG, CUOC and WAOC, at Epping East.  Some tricky courses, full SI, and free to enter!  You don’t often get that.  Five HAVOCs entered.  The climb to the finish was a bit of a killer, but at least there was then a pub at the top of the hill to provide some post-race refreshment!
SLOW hosted the last of the winter street O series, in Tooting.  Fairly flat, there were a couple of navigational challenges, but nothing too taxing, and I even managed to get back within the time limit!

And if that wasn’t enough orienteering, you may have seen in the last BOF newsletter that they published a table of the most MapRuns undertaken last year by members.  I was third on this list, the leader being David Game, of SOS.  I thought I might have a go at seeing if I could catch him this year.  However, he seems to do the same course multiple times, multiple shorter courses on the same area on the same day, and must have a lot more free time than me, as he is getting to multiple events most days, so I am currently trailing him by a fair few – about 20, even though I have logged 22 MapRuns so far this year!  Talking to him after the Chelmsford event, and he is targeting 100 map runs this year, so it may be a bit of a stretch to catch him after all, as my main aim this year is to get to the 100 actual physical event target.  I’m halfway there – 50 events down in the first 5 months.
Team HAVOC and Club League
The HAVOC league concluded it’s 2022/23 season.  In the end we counted 43 events (the 16 scheduled plus an additional 27 events that attracted 6 or more HAVOC runners).  We took in all of the orienteering disciplines – traditional line, plus score, forest, parks and streets, day and night, sprint and normal distance.  And covered our local team events – the Compass Sport Trophy Qualifiers, the GLOSS and SWELL series, the EA and SE Leagues.  We had coverage of all our neighbouring clubs, plus quite a few others in the EA and SE regions.  It couldn’t have been closer this year – defending champ, Mike Muggeridge, had got a theoretical maximum score by February, but he was chased all the way by Guy Lidbury and Paul Beckett.  In the end, a run of three maximums from Paul in the last two weeks of April saw him level the competition, also gaining 14 top scores.  So, it went down to the tiebreak which is total score, and thanks to one extra event (28 v 27), Paul took the overall points by 100, and with it the trophy.  In all we had 27 club members entering at least one of the events, 15 members logging the 14 events that was the maximum that could score.  Although the top 2 runners were a little way ahead of the rest of the field, there were 14 different people who got maximum in at least one event.  Colin Jackson appeared in the most events – 35.  Janet Biggs won the women’s league, 131 points ahead of her nearest competitor, and Hugo Maule-Lidbury took the junior title. 
I am just finialising the schedule for 2023/24, and have most fixtures in place.  There is a night (prob SOS), a score (if there is one to add!), an EAL (WAOC) and a SWELL (CHIG) to add.  Full details in the spreadsheet.  I have been thinking about whether a tweak to the rules is required – with the number of added events last season, the original aim of encouraging runners in different orienteering disciplines, and in events that benefit the club, has fallen away a bit.  I had been the only HAVOC runner in the night events for a number of years, so it seemed a little unfair to mandate entry in those, but with the introduction of our joint series with SOS, that is slightly less of a concern – we had four night events added last season due to strength of entry, and one evening event already this season.  One idea I had was to split the scoring into three sections – team events, traditional forest and other (encompassing night, urban, score, sprint) and having a maximum number of scoring events in each section.  To avoid the situation where someone could have enough runs, but not in the right category, maybe reduce points to 75% of value if they are from a different section.  I will start it this year like that, and see how it goes.  Let me know what you think.
Regardless, the first scheduled fixtures in the league for 2023/24 are June 11th Ham Riverside (SLOW) Sprint, June 25th Lloyd Park (DFOK) GLOSS, and July 1st, TBC (HH) GLOSS.  But don’t forget that any event that attracts 6 or more HAVOCs gets added to the league.  So, Doddinghurst for example in our street O series, has been added already this season, and hopefully the remaining four GLOSS events will be to!
As expected last month, Mike went on to retain his participation league title, for the eighth year in a row.  Although this may seem a little silly in just crowning the same member each year, I think it is a worthy title, and an impressive achievement for Mike to fly the flag for HAVOC at major, and often far way, events throughout the year.   As a reminder this league takes into account all the team based events, so UKOL, EAL, SEL, GLOSS, Compass Sport Trophy, QUAD, SN Trophy, UK Relay league, and any other event I spot where there is a club result as well as the usual individual honours.  In the early going for the 23/24 season, we have already had 6 events, and Colin leads the way on three appearances.
The final scores in the last round of the SE League this year have just been published, and we didn’t score in the last two rounds.  We were never in with a shout of promotion this year, and stay in division 2 for next season.
The next EAL event is the event at Writtle, hosted by SOS.  As reported last month, this no longer clashes with the GLOSS round that weekend.  So, we can put full club resources into both events. We narrowly lost the EA champion club trophy last year, and it would be good to get back on top, and our challenge for individual trophies will still be alive, now that everyone can get to both events.

The last BOF rankings for May show hardly any changes for HAVOC this month.  Barbara was the best improved, up 69 points, and 7 places. 
This Month’s Highlights
No prizes for guessing what the main draw of the month is – the GLOSS series kicks off, with events at Gunpowder Park (HH) and Lloyd Park (DFOK).  Online entry for both these events is now open on Fabian4 (CHIG) and Racesignup (DFOK).  Ahead of that we have the SE Sprint Champs at Ham Riverside and the HAVOC evening event at Leigh-on-Sea.  The last week of the month sees SOS’s next event in that series, at Stanway, Colchester.  The first couple of days of July, and the events continue thick and fast, with a GLOSS on the Saturday at TBC (HH), and an EAL event on the Sunday at Writtle (SOS).  If those events aren’t enough for you we have the London Park O series or the HH street O series both on every Tuesday night, and a scattering of Saturday events.  One of the Park O events towards the end of the month is Valentine’s Park, Ilford (CHIG) so very close to HAVOC territory.  I think there are 16 days of the 30 in the month with an event on.  And for the other 14 days – MapRun is 24/7!
Local Fixtures

These are the fixtures in our two regional associations for this month.  This is taken from the BOF website, but please check before travelling to any, in case of last-minute changes.  And, please remember that most events are pre-entry only at the moment, and entries may close early if restricted entry levels are reached.
	Sat 03/06/23
	HH Saturday Series - Highfield Park
	HH
	Highfield Park
	 

	Sat 03/06/23
	DFOK Come and Try It event
	DFOK
	Lullingstone Country Park
	 

	Sun 04/06/23
	NOR Summer Series 1
	NOR
	Catton Park
	 

	Sun 04/06/23
	SO Regional Event - Capite Wood, Ashington
	SO
	Capite Wood, Ashington
	 

	Tue 06/06/23
	London Park Series
	SLOW
	Waterloo Parks
	 

	Tue 06/06/23
	HH Street O - St Albans
	HH
	St Albans
	 

	Sat 10/06/23
	Ipswich O Christchurch Park
	SUFFOC
	Christchurch Park
	 

	Sat 10/06/23
	Park-O Cherry Hinton Hall
	WAOC
	Cherry Hinton Hall Park
	 

	Sat 10/06/23
	Kent Junior O Festival
	DFOK
	Leybourne Lakes
	 

	Sat 10/06/23
	SO Park-O P1 Kidbrooke Park & SO AGM
	SO
	Kidbrooke Park 
	 

	Sun 11/06/23
	SE Sprint Championships
	SLOW
	Ham
	 SE Sprint Champs, HAVOC League

	Tue 13/06/23
	LOK - London Summer Series
	LOK
	Lordship Lane and Downhills Park
	 

	Tue 13/06/23
	HH Street O - Harpenden West
	HH
	Harpenden
	 

	Wed 14/06/23
	HAVOC-SOS Summer Series: Event No.5 Leigh on Sea, Essex
	HAVOC
	Leigh on Sea, Essex
	 HAVOC event

	Thu 15/06/23
	SAX evening Street O
	SAX
	Penenden Heath
	 

	Sat 17/06/23
	Park-O P2 Preston Park
	SO
	Preston Park
	 

	Sun 18/06/23
	SN Urban
	SN
	Frimley
	 

	Sun 18/06/23
	GLOSS
	CHIG
	Gunpowder Park
	 GLOSS

	Tue 20/06/23
	Park Race
	MV
	Morden Park
	 

	Tue 20/06/23
	HH Street O - Hertford East
	HH
	Hertford (TBA)
	 

	Wed 21/06/23
	SO Trail Challenge - Devils Dyke
	SO
	Devils Dyke
	 

	Sat 24/06/23
	Summer event
	SAX
	Mote Park
	 

	Sat 24/06/23
	Park-O P3 Oaklands Park
	SO
	Oaklands Park
	 

	Sun 25/06/23
	Ipswich O Chantry Park
	SUFFOC
	Chantry Park
	 

	Sun 25/06/23
	NOR Summer Series 2
	NOR
	Lionwood
	 

	Sun 25/06/23
	Keyne-O 3 - Shenley Wood
	SMOC
	Shenley Wood
	 

	Sun 25/06/23
	DFOK GLOSS Event
	DFOK
	Lloyd Park
	 GLOSS, HAVOC League

	Tue 27/06/23
	London Park Series
	CHIG
	Valentine’s Park, Ilford
	 

	Tue 27/06/23
	HH Street O - Welwyn Garden City
	HH
	Woodhall, Welwyn Garden City
	 

	Wed 28/06/23
	HAVOC/SOS Mid-Week Summer Series 2023 - Event 6
	SOS
	Stanway
	HAVOC/SOS series

	Sat 01/07/23
	HH Saturday Series and GLOSS event
	HH
	TBC
	 GLOSS, HAVOC League

	Sat 01/07/23
	Park-O P4 Horsham Park
	SO
	Horsham Park
	 

	Sun 02/07/23
	NOR Summer Series 3
	NOR
	Eaton Park
	 

	Sun 02/07/23
	SOS Writtle Forest
	SOS
	Writtle Forest
	 EAL

	Tue 04/07/23
	London Park Series
	SLOW
	Richmond Park
	 

	Tue 04/07/23
	HH Street O - Harpenden East
	HH
	Harpenden
	 

	Sat 08/07/23
	DFOK Come and Try It event
	DFOK
	Darenth CP
	 

	Sun 09/07/23
	SPSS Broomhill and The Dales
	SUFFOC
	Broomhill and The Dales
	 

	Sun 09/07/23
	MV GLOSS Event
	MV
	Epsom Downs
	GLOSS

	Tue 11/07/23
	London Park Series
	SLOW
	Brockwell Park
	 

	Tue 11/07/23
	HH Street O Series
	HH
	tba
	 

	Wed 12/07/23
	HAVOC-SOS Summer Series: Event No.7 Chaffod Hundred
	HAVOC
	Chafford Hundred
	HAVOC event

	Sat 15/07/23
	SAX local summer event
	SAX
	Capstone Farm
	 

	Sat 15/07/23
	Park-O P5 Hampden Park
	SO
	Hampden Park
	 

	Sun 16/07/23
	SLOW GLOSS Event
	SLOW
	Streatham Common
	 GLOSS


Links:

HAVOC website

www.orienteering-havoc.co.uk 
HAVOC facebook page
www.facebook.com/pages/Havering-South-Essex-Orienteering-Club/277659605610134 

EAOA website


http://eaoa.org.uk/
SEOA website


https://www.seoa.org.uk/
British Orienteering

www.britishorienteering.org.uk 
Fabian4 (entries)

www.fabian4.co.uk 
Racesignup (entries)

www.racesignup.co.uk
The Orienteering Foundation
www.orienteeringfoundation.org.uk
Street-O style basemaps 
www.openstreetmap.org  

MapRun UK


www.maprun.uk
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